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Introducing Wealden 

Covering 323 square miles, Wealden is the largest district in East 
Sussex, and is home to some 140,000 people.  Half the popula-
tion live in five main towns: Crowborough, Hailsham, Heathfield, 
Polegate and Uckfield. The rest live in villages and hamlets in 
some of the most attractive countryside in the South of Eng-
land.  

Its many responsibilities include housing, planning, building con-
trol, waste collection, recycling, emergency planning and eco-
nomic regeneration. 

With two-thirds the district covered by the High Weald and Sus-
sex Downs Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, as well as 34 
conservation areas and over 2,500 listed buildings, Wealden has 
to place a high value on protecting the countryside. 

Our four objectives: 

● To protect and enhance a 
sustainable environment. 

● To promote a healthier and 
safer community. 

● To develop a  more pros-
perous and sustainable local 
economy. 

● To strive for excellence.  
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To protect and enhance  
      a sustainable environment 

New Wildlife Art adds to 
Cuckoo Trail attractions 
 
In the second Public Art project to be 
launched in November,  Wealden District 
Council has unveiled a Wildlife Art Trail  to 
run along the Cuckoo Trail. 

The Wildlife Art Trail is aimed at all the fam-
ily, and  illustrates Wealden District Coun-
cil’s commitment to making art accessible to 
all. 

Earlier this month the Council unveiled new 
safety railings at Horam, designed and 
made by local blacksmith Eric Lamprell. 

A22 litter initiative 
Responding to concerns about the amount 
of litter being left behind by road users, 
Wealden District Council has launched a 
concerted effort to improve the state of 
cleanliness of the main roads through 
Wealden.   

The programme is being run in conjunction 
with East Sussex County Council Highways 
Department which is currently carrying out 
its ‘Visibly Better Roads’ initiative. 

The Wealden initiative has begun by focus-
ing on the A22 from Willingdon to Forest 
Row, but will also be carrying out trials on 
other main roads. 

Support for Uckfield’s 
 Millennium Green 
 
Wealden District Council has agreed a 
grant of £3,000 for a three year pro-
gramme of improvements  to Uckfield 
Millennium Green. 

The money, from the Council’s En-
vironmental Enhancement Fund, 
will help  towards providing educa-
tional material, new fencing, a 
pond-dipping platform and main-
taining a watercress bed. 

Beaches bask in awards sunshine for another year 
Birling Gap and Pevensey Bay, the only two beaches managed by Weal-
den District Council, are once again in the swim, having netted the two key 
UK beach awards, the ENCAMS Seaside Award and a recommendation in 
the Marine Conservation Society’s Good Beach Guide. 

“These are important awards for our two rural beaches, which make them 
great places to visit all the year round,” said Cllr Mrs Pam Doodes, Cabinet 
Portfolio Holder for Health and Public Safety. 
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To promote  
a healthier  
    &    safer   
  community 

Making a Safer Wealden 
 
Wealden’s Crime and Disorder Re-
duction Partnership has a new name 
and a new logo. 

Now known as The Safer Wealden 
Partnership, the comunity partnership will 
work together to reduce the levels of crime 
and anti-social behaviour in the district. 

“The overall levels of crime in Wealden are 
low, even for a rural district, so we must be 
careful not to raise the fear of crime among 
residents unnecessarily,” said  Chief Inspec-
tor Rex Matthews, chairman of Safer Weal-
den. 

Developing champion sports 
coaches in Wealden 
 
Wealden District Council has announced the 
second round of its grants to local sports 
coaches, helping them further their coaching 
skills in order to train our future gold medal 
hopes. 

Beneficiaries from the second round of 
Wealden’s Sports Development Training 
Scheme include members of Crowborough 
Athletic Ladies football team, Heathfield net-
ball club, Uckfield Gymnastics Club and the 
youth section of Crowborough Athletic FC. 

The grants enable local sports coaches, 
leaders and officials to develop their skills 
through a nationally-recognised coaching 
qualification course or award.  

A walk on the Weald Side 
The idea that a humble parish footpath has the 
potential to become the new leisure highway of 
the 21st century is being exploited in a new ven-
ture in Rotherfield. 

In 2000 Rotherfield was chosen to take part in 
an East Sussex Rural Tourism Programme 
which led to the creation of the Rotherfield 
Community Tourism Initiative (RCTI) to explore 
ways of boosting the rural economy.  Parishion-
ers were  asked to consider various ways of 
achieving this aim.  

The responses 
gave a clear an-
swer – to ‘market’ 
the parish’s chief 
asset, its beautiful 
countryside. 

Internet site keeps track of 
local crime figures 
A ground-breaking internet site aimed at 
reducing the fear of crime has been 
launched in Wealden . 

The Crime And Disorder Data Information 
Exchange (CADDIE) will allow the commu-
nity to access shared information from the 
emergency services, local authorities and 
other local organisations. The aim is to dra-
matically reduce the fear of crime in 
neighbourhoods while also providing tools 
for greater crime and disorder prevention. 

CADDIE will enable the public, via a com-
puter, to see a true picture of where the 
crime and disorder hot spots are in their 
area (if at all) and take positive action ac-
cordingly. 
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Business  rewarded 
for efficiency 
Bowles Outdoor Centre in Eridge has 
been given Green Action cash award  
from the East Sussex Business Excellence 
Through Resource Efficiency  project.  

The project, which aims to help small 
and medium businesses improve recy-
cling, energy and water efficiency, is run 
by East Sussex Sustainable Business Part-
nership and supported by Wealden Dis-
trict Council.  

Grant help for village shops 
If you own, run or know of a village 
shop which needs a financial boost,  
the Wealden Village Shop Grant-Aid 
programme  might be able to help.  

This is a one-off grant scheme offer 
from Wealden District Council de-
signed to offer financial assistance 
to  village shops.  It will contribute up 
to 50% towards the cost of shop im-
provements which either supports 
the local community or environ-
ment; or sells more local produce. 

 

To develop a more prosperous  
       and sustainable local economy 

Wealden’s multi-lingual website 
A new electronic translation service is  
available on the award winning 
Wealden business help website 
www.wealdenbusinesshelp.org.uk . 

Users of the website can now trans-
late its pages into several European 
languages and even Chinese.  Just 
two clicks and the site is automati-
cally translated into the language 
chosen.  

Usefully the translation follows you 
wherever you go on the site and even 
to other sites visited through the many 
links available. 

 

The essential guide to Wealden business  
Wealden District Council’s Industrial Estates and Business 
Parks Directory is crammed full with details of 780 business 
units and over 640 local companies.   

An invaluable tool for networking, sales and possible reloca-
tion purposes, the 92-page guide details all firms occupying 
premises on industrial estates and business parks across 
Wealden. 

Local produce…direct! 
A wealth of locally-produced 
Wealden food and crafts can now 
be bought direct from the farm or 
workshop through the Wealden 
Farmers’ Market and Local 
Producers’ Directory. 

It features over 90 local 
food manufacturers and 
craft workers producing a 
wide range of food and 
gift items. These include 
cheeses, pickles, smoked 
fish, apples, sausages and 
ready meals, as well as 
plants, hand-made cards, 
soaps and Sussex trugs.   
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The speed at which Wealden handled benefits 

claims and processed planning applications 

were both highlighted as areas for improve-

ment in a recent comprehensive assessment 

of Council services.  

Since then the Council has eliminated a long 

standing backlog in processing housing and 

other benefits claims and determines 80% of 

the largest category of planning applications 

within eight weeks. 

 

How we strive for excellence 

With many local authority services, residents 

don’t get the opportunity to choose who pro-

vides the service. But a ‘like it or lump it’ atti-

tude is not good enough. 

That is why Wealden monitors its own per-

formance in over 100 operations and tries 

very seriously to improve its responses in line 

with national indicators. 

Wealden is a council capable of embracing change and remains committed to providing        

efficient and effective services within the bounds of an acceptable level of Council Tax. 
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Wealden is a ‘Good’ Council 
 
That’s not just our view.  It is the view of Audit Commission, the 
independent watchdog that assesses all local authorities.  
Just as schools have OFTSED reports, local authorities have a 
Comprehensive Performance Assessment to check how well 
they are doing.  For many council services, the public can’t 
choose who provides them,  so they can’t go elsewhere if the 
service is not good enough. That’s why Wealden was pleased 
to have the opportunity to be assessed on how well it serves 
the public. 
 
The Audit Commission described Wealden as a “a good 
council  that has delivered recent improvements and is well 
placed to further improve.”  It praised Wealden District Coun-
cil for the way it provided very good levels of 
service while limiting Council Tax increases to 
be among the lowest in the county.  

“One of the early stages in the process was to 
assess our own performance and we are de-
lighted that the Government's inspectors have 
now confirmed what we have known for some 
time that Wealden is a good Council, “ said 
Council Leader, Councillor Nigel Coltman. 

The full Audit Commission report in Wealden 
District Council can be found on  Audit Com-
mission website.  

Click on to  www.bestvalueinspections.gov.uk  
and search for Wealden District Council under 
Local Government.  The Audit Commission  
judges councils according to a five catego-
ries: Excellent, Good, Fair, Weak or Poor.  

The process doesn’t just end with the CPA.   

The delivery of the council’s many services are 
measured each quarter using nationally-
recognised Best Performance Indicators, and 
the information fed back to staff and council-
lors.  

Improvements have now been achieved in 
the delivery of housing benefits and planning 
decisions, and work is underway to create a 
website to serve the needs of the district’s 
young people. 

What the Comprehensive Performance 
Assessment said about Wealden: 
 
• Councillors share an overriding concern about 
what is best for Wealden. 
• It works effectively with a range of partners to 
improve the quality of residents’ lives. 
• It is well led and managed. 
• It demonstrates good performance in most 
areas of service delivery, including housing, en-
vironmental cleanliness, recycling and regen-
eration. 
• Performance is improving in many services, 
some from a high base. 
•Public satisfaction with the council’s services is 
high. 
• Asset and financial management is strong.   
 
But there was room for improvement: 
 
• It needs to improve performance in housing 
benefits and development control. 
• It needs to plan and coordinate services for 
local children and young people better.  
•More effective work with partners to improve 
community safety is needed. 
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Keeping control of Council Tax 

Wealden District Council’s total budget for its 
own requirements in 2005-06 is £15.73 million, of 
which £6.84 million will be met from Govern-
ment Grant and Business rates.  The remainder 
is met form Council Tax which has risen by 4.5 
per cent on last year.   This year’s increase in-
cludes the cost of introducing kerbside recy-
cling to all the areas currently covered by 
Wealden’s CROWN recycling scheme.  
 
 

It is also the first budget in  the Council’s Medium Term Financial Strategy  
which aims to ensure future Council Tax rises  keep below 5% despite re-
ducing Central Government support for local government in the South-East 
 
Discounts on the amount of Council Tax you must pay are available for 
people living alone, if the property is not their main home, if they are full 
time students living in the house, and in a number of other circumstances.  
 
Find out more on the Wealden web site or ring Wealden District Council’s 
Benefits Service on 01323 443774. 

Wealden District Council collects the Council Tax on behalf 
of East Sussex County Council, Sussex Police Authority, East 
Sussex Fire Authority and your own parish or town council. 
 
Out of the £82.37 million it will collect in 2005-2006, only £8.85 
million  - 10.7% - will be used by Wealden District Council for 
the many services it provides.   
 
The average Band D Council Tax payer will be paying £144.24 to Wealden 
District Council, less than 40 pence per day. This is not much more than  
Vehicle Excise Duty for a petrol car with average CO2 emission of £125/year 
or the cost of a TV licence at  £116.04. 

What share of your Council Tax goes to 
Wealden?

East Sussex County Council

Wealden District Council

Sussex Police

Average Parish Council

East Sussex Fire 
Authority

In 2005-06, the average Band 
D Council Tax  is £1,342.67 – 

   £958.95 goes to East Sussex 
County Council, 

   £110.25 goes to Sussex Police,  

   £66.95 goes to East Sussex Fire 
Authority,  

   £62.28 goes to the parish coun-
cil,  

   and £144.24 goes to Wealden 
District Council. gcil. 
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Beaches bask in awards 
sunshine for another year 

Birling Gap and Pevensey Bay, the only two 
beaches managed by Wealden District Council, 
are once again in the swim, having netted the 
two key UK beach awards, the ENCAMS Sea-
side Award and a recommendation in the Marine 
Conservation Society’s Good Beach Guide. 

“These are important awards for our two rural 
beaches, which make them great places to visit 
all the year round,” said Cllr Mrs Pam Doodes, 
Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Health and Public 
Safety. 

Planners right to bunker golf 
course in North Weald landscape 
 

A NINE-hole golf course would not fit in with the 
North Weald countryside and would conflict with 
its quality and character as a Area of Out-
standing Natural Beauty – that’s the conclusion 
of a Planning Inspector’s report upholding a de-
cision made by Wealden District Council’s De-
velopment Control Sub-committee last year to 
refuse planning permission. 

Despite the fact that the applicant offered to 
screen the proposed clubhouse and car park, 
the Planning Inspector concluded that these fea-
tures would still be seen by those using the site, 
and added: 

“In any case, the landscape does not have to be 
seen from public viewpoints for harm to be 
caused.  The landscape is protected for its in-
trinsic qualities.” 

Grant  support for Uckfield 
Millennium Green 
 
Wealden District Council has agreed a grant 
of £3,000 for a three year programme of im-
provements  to Uckfield Millennium Green. 

The money, from the council’s Environ-
mental Enhancement Fund, will help  to-
wards providing educational material, new 
fencing, a pond dipping platform and protect 
a watercress bed. 

Since it was set up in 1998 with 50% Lottery 
funding, the Millennium Green  has become 
an established public open space next door 
to the expanding urban environment of Uck-
field.   






