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1 Background

1.1 The Council has prepared a series of background papers to accompany the Core
Strategy. The papers cover a range of issues and provide technical and detailed
information, derived from a number of our specialist studies, which informs the content
of the Core Strategy.

These background Papers are:

BP1: Development of the Core Strategy

BP2: Managing the Delivery of Housing

BP3: The Economy and the Provision of Jobs

BP4: Provision for Gypsies and Travellers

BP5: Biodiversity

BP6: Green Infrastructure

BP7: Summary of Town Masterplanning Documents

BP8: Summary of Core Strategy Consultation and Participation

BP9: Assessment of the Core Strategy under the Habitat Regulations

BP 10: Sustainability Appraisal of the Core Strategy

BP 11: Infrastructure Delivery Plan

BP12: Equalities Impact Assessment

BP13: Implementation and Monitoring Framework

1.2 This Background Paper, entitled Green Infrastructure, provides information and
analysis on how relevant policy, guidance and evidence has been used to inform the Core
Strategy vision, objectives and policy in relation to the provision and enhancement of
green infrastructure.
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2 Introduction

2.1 This paper represents the first stage of Wealden's Green Infrastructure Strategy by
setting out Wealden's green infrastructure assets and exploring a number of key issues
surrounding green infrastructure in Wealden. This includes gathering and analysing local
evidence in regards to the state of the environment and quality of existing green
infrastructure assets.

2.2 The final section on recommendations outlines Wealden's approach to green
infrastructure, at a District level and sets out our commitment to ensure that development
is designed in a way that contributes to networks of green space and to the provision of
green infrastructure, especially where there is an identified need. This in turn will help to
create functional and connected places with a distinctive and attractive character, and
will contribute to the creation of sustainable communities within Wealden District.
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3 What is green infrastructure?

3.1 As defined in Planning Policy Statement12: Local Spatial Planning(1) (PPS12) "green
infrastructure is a network of multi-functional green space, both new and existing, both
rural and urban, which supports the natural and ecological processes and is integral to
the health and quality of life of sustainable communities".

3.2 Green infrastructure provides a new proactive approach to planning and where,
rather than focusing on specific areas of land, there is now a requirement to consider the
wider environment and the connections between spaces. The aim of green infrastructure
planning is therefore to ensure that a network of multifunctional green space is provided
both in and around urban areas, to strengthen the relationship between market towns,
settlements and the surrounding countryside.

3.3 Green infrastructure can provide many social, environmental and economic benefits
and functions including:

Enhancing the quality of places;
Providing space for biodiversity;
Aiding flood and water management;
Creating sporting, recreation and leisure opportunities;
Supporting people's health and well-being;
Helping people to grow food, bio fuels and other natural products;
Helping areas adapt to climate change;
Providing visitor attractions;
Supporting economic growth;
Enhancing land and property values;
Increasing accessibility;
Supporting labour productivity.

3.4 Green infrastructure can include both new and existing green spaces, which should
pass through and surround the built environment. A key important factor however, is the
creation and maintenance of linkages between green spaces.

3.5 In accordance with Natural England Guidance(2), green infrastructure can include:

Parks and gardens - including urban parks, country parks and formal gardens;
Natural and semi-natural urban greenspaces - including woodlands, urban forestry,
scrub, grasslands (e.g. downlands, commons and meadows) wetlands, open and
running water, wastelands and derelict open land and rock areas (e.g. cliffs, quarries
and pits);
Green corridors - including river and canal banks, cycleways, and rights of way;

1 Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Spatial Planning (Department of Local Communities and Government, 2008)
2 Green Infrastructure Guidance (Natural England, 2009)
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Outdoor sports facilities (with natural and artificial surfaces, either publicly or privately
owned) - including tennis courts, bowling greens, sports pitches, golf courses, athletics
tracks, school and other institutional playing fields, and other outdoor sports areas;
Amenity greenspace - including informal recreation spaces, greenspaces in and
around housing, domestic gardens and village greens;
Provision for children and teenagers - including play areas, skateboard parks, outdoor
basketball hoops and other more informal areas (e.g. 'hanging out' areas, teenage
shelters);
Allotments, community gardens, and city (urban) farms;
Cemeteries and churchyards;
Accessible countryside in urban fringe areas;
River and canal corridors; and
Green roofs and walls

3.6 However, in accordance with both National and Regional Guidance, green
infrastructure does not include the provision of indoor sports or recreation facilities. It is
important however, not to overlook the obvious social and well-being benefits that these
types of facilities can bring.The Council's PPG17 Assessment (Kit Campbell Associates,
December 2008, amended April 2010), analysed indoor leisure facilities as well as outdoor
provision, including community halls, swimming pools and sports halls. The Council's
recent Leisure Options Appraisal (PMP Genesis consultants, December 2009), also
analysed both indoor and outdoor leisure provision, with a view to the potential production
of a long term leisure strategy. It is therefore important to remember that the outdoor
leisure facilities considered here, form only part of a wider picture in terms of leisure
provision across the District.
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4 Methodology

4.1 National Policy / Strategy / Guidance has been reviewed for the purpose of identifying
requirements in respect of green infrastructure matters which the Local Development
Framework and our Core Strategy in particular, will need to address at both a strategic
and local scale.

4.2 The Wealden Sustainable Community Strategy has also been reviewed to determine
the relationship between green infrastructure benefits and the long-term objectives of the
Strategy. Key priorities and areas of potential conflict between planning for green
infrastructure and the long-term vision for the District were also identified.

4.3 Both the outcome of the Wealden Issues and Options Consultation Paper from
2007 and the Spatial Development Options Consultation 2009 have been examined in
respect of comments received which are felt to have a bearing upon green infrastructure
provision.

4.4 Other local plans and strategies relevant to green infrastructure have also been
reviewed to ensure that local plans and strategies are considered and integrated into the
process of identifying objectives, deficits and green infrastructure policy direction.

4.5 Existing information and evidence in relation to green infrastructure has been
reviewed to understand the District's current provision of green infrastructure. In particular
the District commissioned Kit Campbell Associates to provide a strategic overview and
detailed inventory of such assets across the District(3). Copies of that report are available
on the Council's website(4). This included detailed consultation with our parish and town
councils to verify the information coming forward from this work.

4.6 To provide a coherent understanding of Wealden's green infrastructure, it was
necessary to divide Wealden's green infrastructure resources into a number of different
themes. These themes include open space and accessibility, green corridors and access
links, landscape character, biodiversity, , ecosystems, hydrology and climate change and
cultural heritage.

4.7 In relation to Wealden's open space, evidence was reviewed in relation to the
quantity of provision, the quality of provision as well as the accessibility of natural and
semi-natural green space within the District. Using the existing evidence, current
deficiencies and current need / demand were identified at three different scales; District
wide, District area(5) and at a local scale covering the five main towns. Due to the rural
nature of some of Wealden's settlements, it was not felt necessary for the purpose of the
Core Strategy to provide in depth analysis of those smaller settlements.These settlements
will therefore be addressed through the District area analysis at this stage(6).

3 Wealden PPG17 Assessment (Kit Campbell Associates, December 2008, amended April 2010).
4 Evidence Base for Core Strategy www.wealden.gov.uk
5 Areas within the district were identified based on how far people are willing to travel to access types of open space.
6 Please note that the green infrastructure strategy will be a living document and will be updated in more detail at the Strategic

Sites DPD and at the Development and Site Allocations DPD.
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4.8 Apart from open space analysis, it is not possible to fully quantify deficiency in and
need for, green infrastructure and its functions. Therefore, the other themes (Biodiversity,
Landscape etc) were analysed to identify whether there are any apparent issues
surrounding the green infrastructure asset or indeed the function which they provide which
could contribute to policy formulation.

4.9 Within each of the themes, priorities, opportunities, key issues and challenges were
identified to inform the overall green infrastructure Core Strategy objectives.

4.10 Finally our options for a green infrastructure policy were tested within the
Sustainability Appraisal of the Core Strategy and a preferred policy option identified.
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5 National Planning Policy

5.1 The inclusion of green infrastructure in national planning policy is an important
landmark in strategic and environmental planning. It represents the Government's
commitment to meeting its sustainable development objectives. This in essence seeks
to ensure that development should be delivered in a way which protects and enhances
the natural environment and provides places which contribute to quality of life and health
and well-being of those living and working in the community.

5.2 Currently, national planning policy on green infrastructure is set out in a number of
Planning Policy Statements (PPS's).

PPS1: Delivering Sustainable Development

Establishes sustainable development to be the core principle underpinning planning
and outlines the Government's commitment to developing sustainable communities,
protecting the natural and historic environment, the prudent use of natural resources
and promoting sustainable economic development. The guidance identifies that
development plan policies should take account of the protection of important and
valued landscapes, biodiversity and the provision of open space.

Supplement to PPS1: Planning and climate change

Underlies the benefits that can be achieved from existing and new opportunities for
green infrastructure to urban cooling, sustainable drainage systems and to the
conservation and enhancement of biodiversity.

PPS7: Sustainable Development in Rural Areas

Sets out the Government's planning policies for rural areas, including country towns
and villages, agriculture, landscape, forestry and tourism and leisure. Broadly speaking
the document emphasises the role of the planning system in rural areas to ensure
the protection and enhancement of the natural environment and improving quality of
life.
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PPS9: Biological and Geological Conservation

Sets out the Government's planning policies on the protection of biodiversity and
geological conservation. The policy requires Local Authorities to protect, conserve
and enhance certain sites, habitats and species and calls for an integrated approach
in planning for biodiversity. This includes protecting, restoring and creating networks
of natural habitats as part of a wider strategy for protecting and enhancing open space
and access routes such as canals and rivers, including those within urban areas.The
policies suggest that all development should have at least a neutral, if not beneficial
impact upon biodiversity. Further detail on how this can be achieved is given in the
accompanying best practice guidance to this PPS.

PPS12: Local Spatial Planning

Establishes that the Core Strategy should be supported by evidence of what physical,
social and green infrastructure is needed to deliver sustainable communities. The
evidence should cover who will provide the infrastructure and when it will be provided.
(This will be an ongoing process through the development of other DPDs).

PPG17: Sport and Recreation

Requires Local Authorities to undertake open space audits and assessments. The
guidance confirms that such assessment can be used to inform green infrastructure
planning at both the strategic and local scale.

PPS25: Development and Flood Risk

Sets out the Government's policy on development and flood risk management. It
specifically refers to making the most of the benefits of green infrastructure for flood
storage, conveyance and sustainable drainage systems (SUDS) and re-creating
functional floodplains and setting back flood defences.
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Planning Policy Consultation paper: Planning for a Natural and Healthy
Environment

In March 2010, the Department for Communities and Local Government published
a Planning Policy Consultation paper on a new Planning Policy Statement: Planning
for a Natural and Healthy Environment. The two key objectives of this new PPS are
to bring together related policies on the natural environment and open and green
spaces and to deliver for the first time, planning policy on green infrastructure. The
document also encompasses the vision and objectives of a number of cross
governmental documents including the Governments strategy on the quality of place,
the Government's forestry policy, its Soil Strategy and a number of other strategies
relating to obesity, health, play and the water environment. In addition, the Government
signed the Council of Europe's European Landscape Convention, which became
binding from March 2007. The consultation document also incorporates these
legislative requirements.

5.3 It is expected for the revision of the policy statement to be published in the later
months of 2010 however, currently the new coalition government has announced that the
PPS's are subject to a possible review. Therefore, it is currently uncertain whether the
proposals within the consultation PPS will be taken forward.
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6 National and Regional Green Infrastructure Guidance

National green infrastructure guidance

6.1 At a national level, Natural England's Green Infrastructure Guidance(7) sets out its
position in relation to green infrastructure planning and delivery, which is increasingly
recognised as an essential part of sustainable spatial planning. This is due, in no small
part, to the role of green infrastructure as a 'life support system', able to deliver multiple
functions and to play a key part in adapting to and mitigating climate change.The Guidance
advises Local Planning Authorities as to how to address such matters within their LDFs.

6.2 The document sets out the importance of green infrastructure and the drivers for
it, the functions it fulfils, the benefits it provides and how successful delivery can be
achieved.The guidance advocates the importance of integrating green infrastructure into
the spatial planning process from an early stage.

South East Green Infrastructure Framework

6.3 At a regional level, the South East Green Infrastructure Partnership(8) has produced
a Framework(9) to guide planners in the South East on how to plan, provide and manage
green infrastructure. The Framework incorporates the views of key green infrastructure
stakeholders and makes suggestions as to how Local Planning Authorities should address
these within their spatial planning framework and associated documents. Similarly to
Natural England's Guidance, the Framework seeks to establish green infrastructure as
an integral and essential component of sustainable communities, to develop a common
understanding of the role and importance of green infrastructure and provides detailed
guidance on how it can be delivered through the planning system and local partnerships,
including securing funding for its creation and long term maintenance.

7 Green Infrastructure Guidance (Natural England, 2009) www.naturalengland.org.uk
8 The South East Green Infrastructure Partnership www.naturalengland.org.uk
9 South East Green Infrastructure Framework www.gos.gov.uk
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7 The South East Plan

7.1 When adopted, the Council's Core Strategy will form part of the development plan,
together with the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) the South East Plan. Guidance suggests
that it is not therefore, necessary for Local Development Documents, including the Core
Strategy, to replicate the policy framework contained within the South East Plan.

7.2 The South East Plan addresses green infrastructure to secure a regional and sub
regional strategy. It is a prominent feature and is presented as a crosscutting policy (CC8)
in the Plan to ensure that connected networks of green spaces around new and existing
development are treated as integral to the planning and design process.

7.3 The new Coalition Government is  proposing to revoke RSS through The Localism
Bill. The Localism Bill was introduced before parliament on 13th December 2010 and it
is anticipated for it to receive Royal Ascent sometime in 2011.

7.4  Should the RSS be revoked the Local Development Framework will not be able to
rely upon the strategic policies contained within the RSS. Therefore, it is necessary to
justify a Green Infrastructure policy without the frame work of the South East Plan, based
on robust and credible evidence.

7.5 For this reason the South East Plan has been reviewed to assess whether there
are any areas in planning for green infrastructure that may need to be covered within a
Core Strategy policy for green infrastructure, should the South East Plan be formally
revoked in the future, and where there is evidence to justify the inclusion in the Core
Strategy. It is important however, to emphasise that the guidance and Policy referred to
in section six above remains in force.

7.6 Prior to the South East Plan, the impetus for green infrastructure planning was
contained in a number of national Planning Policy Statements (PPSs) (as outlined in
section six above). These planning policies each separately concentrated on different
components of the natural environment, for example, biodiversity, landscape, open space
and the water environment.

7.7 Whilst this guidance and these separate policies go some way towards delivering
the many components of green infrastructure, as outlined in Natural England's guidance,
they do not necessarily make the connection between the multi-functionality of green
infrastructure. Neither do they necessarily advocate a strategic policy approach for the
creation, protection and management of networks of green space.This is the basis of the
Policy in the South East Plan and therefore this paper considers the need, based on local
evidence, as to whether this needs to be included as part of the Core Strategy Policy.

Green Infrastructure: a suggested way forward

7.8 The consultation PPS confirms the Government's commitment to a broader scale
approach to planning for the natural environment and open and green spaces and
represents an essential part of the Government's commitment to meeting sustainable
development objectives. Whilst, it is currently unknown whether this PPS will continue to
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be developed under the new coalition government, there is certainly a call and a
requirement for an integrated and broad approach for planning for the natural environment
and green infrastructure.This is advocated both through Natural England's Guidance and
the South East Green Infrastructure Framework.

7.9 Despite the potential revocation of the South East Plan, it is therefore considered
both appropriate and justified to continue the planned strategic approach to green
infrastructure planning through working with adjacent local authorities, ensuring that the
benefits of green infrastructure are delivered via a strategy that is in line with national
policy and guidance and the South East Green Infrastructure Framework. The purpose
will be to boost the sustainable development of settlements, meet the vision and objectives
of Wealden's Sustainable Community Strategy (including those based around well-being),
increase environmental capacity and to help adapt to climate change.
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8 Wealden Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS)

8.1 Wealden District Council's Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) does not currently
provide a vision or priority specifically relating to green infrastructure. However, it does
provide a number of themes, vision elements and priorities that can be closely linked with
the environmental, social and economic benefits of green infrastructure. Green
infrastructure can therefore significantly contribute towards meeting the vision and priorities
contained in the Wealden SCS.

8.2 The contribution that green infrastructure planning can make in delivering the
Wealden SCS can be seen in Appendix 1, which sets out in tabular form the contribution
that green infrastructure planning and its functions can make to delivering the SCS and
wider SCS objectives.
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9 Overview of Wealden's Green Infrastructure Strategy

Introduction

9.1 Wealden is a large rural district situated in a diverse and, in terms of formal
designations (National park, AONB) largely protected landscape. It is an important location
for biodiversity and its five main market towns and many villages support communities
through the provision of housing, jobs, culture and leisure provision. For these broad
reasons it is important to provide a green space strategy that is responsive to the character
and distinctiveness of Wealden Districts environment and one that is fit for purpose in
relation to the rural context of the area. It is also an area under some pressure for growth
and it is accordingly important that green infrastructure is properly integrated into the
planning process to not only conserve and enhance such assets but to also provide for
increased opportunities and connectivity between them.

9.2 The first stage for green infrastructure planning is to provide a coherent
understanding of Wealden District's existing green infrastructure by collecting, mapping
and analysing existing data. This has been achieved through a map based audit and
characterising Wealden District's local environment into a number of different themes.
The themes include open space, access, landscape character, cultural heritage,
biodiversity, and also socio-economic characteristics(10). The purpose of this task is to
break down the multifaceted concept of green infrastructure into workable and manageable
components and differing functions to establish the green infrastructure baseline within
the District.

9.3 This first stage of understanding Wealden District's environment and existing green
infrastructure will form part of the green infrastructure strategy and will provide the evidence
base on which to provide a broad policy within Wealden District's Core Strategy. This first
stage will also provide a number of 'hooks' on which to develop any future green
infrastructure strategy for the District through subsequent Development Plan Documents.

9.4 The characterisation provides a strategic overview of the wider study area and at
this stage, only limited distinction has been made between the wider District and Wealden's
five market towns (with the exception of landscape character, open space and access).
No distinction has been made between the wider district and Wealden's settlements and
hamlets.This is due to the much smaller levels of growth proposed within Wealden's Core
Strategy. However, similar to Wealden's towns, a more detailed consideration of green
infrastructure provision could be undertaken at a later stage to look at the application of
broad policy to a number of the District's settlements and the District as a whole.

9.5 The following sections provide a brief overview of the existing baseline of green
infrastructure provision across the District and identify some broad key issues and
opportunities under each of the themes. This in turn leads to the identification of green
infrastructure objectives.

10 Socio-economic characteristics have not been included in this paper. However, an understanding of the Socio-economic
characteristics of the District is summarised in the Core Strategy 'District Profile' Background Document which can be accessed
at www.wealden.gov.uk
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10 Open space and accessibility

10.1 This section describes the provision of open space (including outdoor sports and
recreation facilities) within Wealden District. It looks at open space on three levels, District
wide, District area and also looks in more detail at the provision of open space in Wealden's
five main towns.The breakdown of the Wealden areas and Parish boundaries considered
for the purpose of the PPG17 assessment is provided in Appendix 2.

10.2 A PPG17 assessment was completed for Wealden in December 2008(11) and
carried out by specialist consultants. The assessment provides a summary of the quality,
quantity and accessibility of open space, sport and recreation provision across the District.
Parishes were consulted as part of the process of completing the PPG17 assessment.
All parishes were originally contacted in December 2003/January 2004 as part of the
original PPG17 assessment work. In September 2007, Wealden District Council held a
workshop for all Town and Parish Councils focusing on good practice for parks, play areas
and green spaces. All parishes were contacted again in summer 2009 to check and update
the PPG17 data for their area.

Quantity

10.3 The PPG17 Assessment has identified that Wealden District has approximately
48,293,160 sq metres of open space. This includes open space within a number of types
(as outlined in the South East Green Infrastructure Framework and in paragraph 4.5). A
summary of the provision of open space in each type within Wealden District in accordance
with the PPG17 Assessment is outlined in table 1 below.

Table 1 Total open space provision in Wealden District

Percentage of DistrictAmount (sq m)Open space type

0.9257,739,898Parks and gardens

3.88432,472,207Natural and semi-natural green space

0.7756,483,141Outdoor sports facilities (playing field/ recreation
grounds)

0.105884,846Amenity greenspace

0.00655,744Play facilities

0.00114,013Youth facilities

0.025215,022Allotments

0.051427,932Cemeteries and churchyards

5.77648,293,160Total

Source: Wealden District Council PPG17 Assessment

11 Wealden PPG17 Assessment can be accessed at www.wealden.gov.uk
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Quantity and accessibility of open space

10.4 The PPG17 assessment report identifies quantity standards for the provision of
different open space types in the District. The standards provide a basis in which to
consider whether there is a deficiency in open space within certain areas of the District.

10.5 The PPG17 Assessment also derives distance thresholds for all categories of
open space and provides an analysis, which looks at how easy it is for potential users to
access such spaces. Distance thresholds are a measure of the likely catchment area of
different forms of open space provision, using appropriate modes of transport.

10.6 The following conclusions can be drawn from the PPG17 report with regards to
the quantity of open space provision at a District level and accessibility to these spaces
for its population. A more detailed breakdown of the current situation for the five main
towns and other PPG17 identified areas is further outlined in Appendix 3. The tables in
appendix 3 show (on a District area and town basis) the locations where there is a deficit
or surplus of open space types in relation to quantity standards and accessibility standards.
However, detailed in table 2 below is a brief summary of the findings from the PPG17
Assessment. The table shows that there is a quantity deficiency in certain types of open
space across the District as well as deficiencies in accessibility to certain types of open
space within the five main towns.

Table 2 Open space quantity and accessibility deficiencies for Wealden areas

Accessibility
deficiency

Quantity deficiencyPPG17
suggested

Open space type

quantity
standard (per
person)

All five main townsCrowborough,
Hailsham, Polegate,

4.25 sq mParks and
gardens

Uckfield, South West
Area, Western Area

All five main townsHailsham3.75 sq mNatural and
semi-natural
green space

Crowborough, Hailsham,
Heathfield

Crowborough,
Hailsham, Polegate,
South East Area

Outdoor sports
facilities (playing
field / recreation
grounds)

Crowborough,
Heathfield, Polegate,
Uckfield

Crowborough,
Hailsham, Heathfield,
Polegate, North East
and South West

4.0 sq mAmenity
greenspace

Wealden District Council Local Development Framework

Green Infrastructure

10 O
pen space and accessibility

22



All five main townsCrowborough, 
Heathfield, Polegate,

0.325 sq mPlay facilities

North East Area and
North West Area,

Crowborough, Hailsham,
Heathfield and Polegate

Hailsham, Heathfield,
Polegate, North East

0.15 sq mYouth facilities

area, North West area
and Western area

All five main townsCrowborough,
Hailsham, Heathfield,

1.5 sq mAllotments

Polegate, North West
Area,

All five main townsOpen space to be
provided in alternative
forms

3.0 sq mCemeteries and
churchyards

10.7 In relation to accessibility alone (and therefore not including the quantity standard
analysis), the overall conclusion for Wealden using the PPG17 distance thresholds is
that:

70% of properties within the District lie within a 5 minute walk of at least one green
space forming part of the green network;
85% of properties within the District are currently within a ten-minute walk of at least
one green space forming part of the network.

Accessibility - Natural England Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard (ANGSt)

10.8 Natural England's Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard (12)(ANGSt) provides
a set of benchmarks for ensuring access to places near to where people live. The
benchmarks are set to assist local planning authorities to develop policies which recognise
and enhance the contribution that natural and semi-natural green space can make to
sustainability including human health benefits. The standards differ from those standards
detailed in the Wealden PPG17 Assessment and recommend that people living in towns
and cities should have:

an accessible natural greenspace of at least 2 hectares in size, no more than 300
metres (5 minutes walk) from home;
at least one accessible 20 hectare site within two kilometres of home;
one accessible 100 hectare site within five kilometres of home;
one accessible 500 hectare site within ten kilometres of home; and
one hectare of statutory Local Nature Reserves per thousand population.

12 Natural England's ANGSt recommends that people should live within a certain distance of a certain sized accessible green
space. Further details can be found at the Natural England Website www.naturalengland.org.uk
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10.9 The standards are driven on the basis that access to good quality open space has
a link to reduced physical and mental health problems through increasing levels of physical
activity and enabling the enjoyment of open space and nature(13). Further information
regarding this can be found at the Natural England Website(14).

10.10 The report 'An analysis of accessible natural greenspace provision in the South
East'(15) has identified the level of accessible greenspace provision across the South East
and within the Wealden District using the ANGSt standards approach set out above. The
standard was used to assess the level of accessible natural greenspace(16) provision in
both urban and rural areas. The results from the study for Wealden District are detailed
below and compared to the East Sussex area and South East region as a whole:

Table 3 ANGSt analysis results for Wealden, East Sussex and the South East Region

South East RegionEast Sussex
County

Wealden District
Council

% of households

20%20%9%Within 300m of a
2ha+ site

66%74%79%Within 2km of a
20ha+ site

77%79%70%Within 5km of a
100+ site

46%61%90%Within 10km of a
500ha + site

8%6%7%Meeting all ANGSt
requirements

10%3%1%Meeting none of the
ANGSt requirements

4%3%0%Served only by
linear greenspace

10.11 As can be seen from table 3, 91% of Wealden households do not have access
to an accessible greenspace of 2 hectares in size within walking distance. This is below
both the county and regional average.

13 Understanding the relevance and application of the Access to Natural Green space Standard (May, 2008)
www.naturalengland.org.uk

14 Natural England www.naturalengland.org.uk
15 An analysis of accessible natural greenspace provision in the South East (Patrick McKernan, Forestry Commission and Matthew

Grose, High Weald AONB Unit, February 2007) www.forestry.gov.uk
16 For the purpose of the study the following assets were used: Natural and semi-natural greenspaces (including woodlands,

urban forestry, scrub, grasslands), green corridors (including river and canal banks) and country parks.
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Quality and value of open space

10.12 With regards to the quality(17) and value(18) of open space provision in the District
the PPG17 assessment found that there are a number of sites across the District which
could benefit from improvement to bring them up to at least average quality and value
standard. Each is assessed out of a potential maximum of 100%. The table below details
the average quality and value scores identified within the PPG17 Assessment. It is worth
noting that there is considerable difference between the quality and value of individual
sites and there is a clear need to increase the quality and value of sites across the District.

Table 4 Quality and value of open space within the District

Average value
score

Average quality
score

Open space type

55%89%Parks and gardens

49%72%Natural and semi-natural green space

47%82%Outdoor sports facilities (playing field /
recreation grounds)

43%79%Amenity greenspace

70%77%Play facilities

21%67%Youth facilities

75%48%Allotments

53%88%Cemeteries and churchyards

Broad key Issues and opportunities

10.13 The PPG17 Assessment identifies a number of key issues and opportunities in
relation to open space and outdoor sports facilities, to their future enhancement, and
provision. In broad terms, these include:

There is an identified need to improve and enhance Wealden District's provision of
open space, and outdoor sport and recreation facilities in relation to both the quality
of some sites and also the value of certain sites.
There is a need to provide additional open space across the district, but mainly in
Wealden's five main towns. This is especially the case as increased housing and
employment provision, and associated population growth within the towns will further
increase the demand for and pressures upon open spaces and sport and recreational
facilities;

17 Quality relates to the range of features or facilities on the site (e.g. trees, shrubs or seats) and their condition on a spectrum
from “fit for purpose” to “needs major capital investment”.

18 Value is nothing to do with monetary value but refers to the value of a site to people and biodiversity; to its cultural and heritage
value; and to its strategic value - for example, by providing a sense of open-ness in a densely developed area.

Wealden District Council Local Development Framework

Green Infrastructure

10
 O

pe
n 

sp
ac

e 
an

d 
ac

ce
ss

ib
ili

ty

25



There are also clear gaps in accessibility to different forms of open space, sport and
recreation provision across the District. In particular, there is limited provision, and
therefore access to, park like spaces;
There is an opportunity to provide additional open space in locations that would
improve accessibility to open space;
Both the PPG17 report and The Forestry Commission ANGSt report highlights that
there is a lack of accessible natural greenspace within 300m walking distance within
certain areas of the District. There is therefore a greater need for the provision of
small sites, close to where people live. This need could be met by either working to
make existing sites accessible for public use or by the creation of new small sites;
including in association with proposals for growth /development;
There are a number of much larger towns and cities that influence the role and function
of Wealden's towns through sport and leisure provision including Tunbridge Wells to
the north of the District and Eastbourne to the south of the District. Therefore, the
provision of sport and leisure facilities within these larger towns and the role that they
play needs to be considered through joint working within the green infrastructure
strategy.

10.14 Further to the above broad key issues, the PPG17 Assessment has identified a
number of district wide priorities for the provision of open space. The priorities identified
within the report include:

The provision of additional allotment plots in the eastern and western parts of
Crowborough; the western part of Hailsham; Heathfield; and the northern part of
Polegate;
Priorities for additional outdoor sports provision should include:

Additional bowling green provision in Crowborough and the northern part of
Polegate;three new Artificial Turf Pitches should be located in Crowborough,
Hailsham and Uckfield. In addition the two existing pitches should be updated
to meet the needs of its users;
Grass pitches in the District should be enhanced;
There is a need for more floodlit facilities including pitches, tennis and multi
courts. It should be noted that floodlighting technology has improved in recent
years to reduce light spill. Additional floodlit facilities provide an opportunity to
increase the use of existing and new facilities.
There is a deficiency in multi-sport court provision across the District.
There is a lack of specialist sports facilities.

Accessibility to children's play space should be increased through the provision of a
limited number of major equipped play areas in each of the District's five main towns.
These should be located either in parks or recreation grounds;
Multifunctional green space should be enhanced across the District to ensure that
they are of good quality and value for its users.
Accessibility to different forms of multifunctional green space should be improved
across the District.
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There is a need for more parks and gardens within the main settlements. Therefore,
the creation of more 'park-like' space should be a priority.
There should be at least two teenage facilities within each of the main towns.
There is a need to enhance the environmental and social quality of green infrastructure
within the District to meet the needs of its users;
There is a need to improve the connectivity of green spaces to create a green space
network.

10.15 The above outlined priorities and mechanisms for site specific delivery will be
considered in more detail in future Local Development Documents and in particular the
council's Strategic Sites DPD. The Council will need to decide or confirm the quantity
standards in which decisions will be based upon, whether focusing on the ANGST
standards and/or the local quantity standards set out within the Wealden PPG17
assessment.

10.16 Please note that the Council is aware that certain open spaces and recreational
or sporting facilities are missing from the PPG17 Assessment and/or new sites have since
been developed or sites have been improved. The Council as part of its ongoing green
infrastructure work will endeavour to update this information as part of its green
infrastructure strategy.
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11 Green corridors and access links

11.1 The PPG17 Assessment identified a number of green corridors within the District.
These included two small green corridors located within Stone Cross and the Cuckoo
Trail, which passes through Horam, Hailsham and Polegate. The Cuckoo Trail is
considered to be of high quality and value in relation to its ecological, amenity, educational
and recreational contribution. There is also the Forest Way in the north of the District.

11.2 The multifunctional approach to green infrastructure requires that there is adequate
provision for public access to the countryside through the provision of paths, trails and
cycle routes.

11.3 The District is served well in relation to Public Rights of Way(19) (PROW) with just
under 2000km of way marked routes located within the District. In most areas public rights
of way are the main, if not only, method by which the public can access the countryside.
In rural Wealden, PROW link villages and sites of interest, provide views and make an
important contribution to the rural economy. As described in association within Landscape,
in the next section, Wealden's urban areas are well connected through the provision of
pathways and bridleways to the surrounding countryside.

11.4 There are many walks within the District, from short strolls to long distance routes
as well as two national cycle routes. In order to build a picture of existing links, data has
been collected in relation to National Trails, way marked routes and Sustrans Routes, in
addition to PROWS and bridleways. These trails and routes are detailed in table 5. Some
of these links cross the District border.

Table 5 Waymarked routes and trails in Wealden District

SummaryFeature

Waymarked routes and trails

50km walk running from Rye to Pevensey, exploring
sites linked with the Battle of Hastings and includes
Pevensey, Westham, Willingdon and Wartling.

1066 Country Walk

161km walk which follows ancient paths across the
South Downs from Eastbourne to Winchester

South Downs Way National trail

including Alciston, Berwick, Long Man, Cuckmere
Valley, Alfriston and Willingdon.

256km route exploring the inland border of Sussex
from Thorney Island in West Sussex to Rye including
Forest Row, Hartfield and Withyham.

Sussex Border Path

19 Public rights of way are the public footpaths, bridleways, restricted byways and byways open to all traffic that criss-cross
England & Wales, often on private land. They can be in towns or in remote countryside. They can be narrow paths or wide
tracks. All public rights of way are highways in law.
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42km continuous path starting at the river Ouse at
Lower Beeding in West Sussex to Seaford Bay in
East Sussex it includes Fletching and Isfield.

Sussex Ouse Valley Way

44km circular walk passing through Frant, Withyham
and Eridge Green.

Tunbridge Wells Circular

This 107km runs from Croydon to Newhaven running
through Wealden District.

Vanguard Way

130km walk from Gravesend, Kent to Eastbourne.
The walk passes north - south through the District
including the Ashdown Forest.

Wealdway

Cycling

The route runs from Brighton to Camber including the
Cuckmere Valley, Alfriston, Berwick, Arlington and
Polegate.

South Coast Cycle Route 2

The route runs from London to Eastbourne running
north to south through the district including Eridge,

London to Eastbourne Route 21

Heathfield, Hailsham and Polegate. The route also
includes the Forest Way, which runs from East
Grinstead to Groombridge.

Source: East Sussex County Council(20).

11.5 In addition to the long distance walks that pass through the District there are also
a number of identified walks within Wealden.These are detailed in the Wealden publication
'Wealden walks'(21) and also the 'Short walks off the Cuckoo Trail'(22) publication. There
are also a number of short cycle trails off the Cuckoo Trail(23).

11.6 Further information about PROW, bridleways, walks and cycle routes in and around
Wealden can be found on the East Sussex County Council website(24).

Key issues / opportunities

11.7 With Wealden being predominately rural the majority of towns and settlements
have good access routes to the surrounding countryside.

11.8 East Sussex County Council, are responsible for recording, protecting and
maintaining those public rights of way within their boundaries. It is also their duty to prepare
a PROW improvement plan(25) and to implement the plan. The plan identifies aims and

20 East Sussex County Council www.eastsussex.gov.uk
21 Wealden walks www.wealden.gov.uk
22 Short walks off the Cuckoo trail www.eastsussex.gov.uk
23 Off the Cuckoo trail: Circular cycle rides www.burwash.org
24 East Sussex County Council Website www.eastsussex.gov.uk
25 Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2007 - 2017 www.eastsussex.gov.uk
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targets to deliver a better network of paths across the county including within Wealden
District and to also improve access to the countryside.

11.9 The Wealden PPG17 Assessment identifies that improvements could be made
to the quality and access to natural green spaces, such as by providing better signage
and interpretation and better access for people with disabilities, looking at surfacing and
the use of gates rather than stiles.

11.10 Opportunities to improve access routes and create green corridors around
Wealden's main towns are explored further within the key opportunities under the landscape
section.
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12 Wealden District's landscape

Introduction

12.1 Wealden's landscape is one of the Districts most valuable assets and resources.
Wealden has a diverse landscape including some of the most attractive countryside in
England. This is exemplified by the designation of the South Downs National Park and
the High Weald AONB which formally recognise the national significance of landscape
quality in these areas which together account for over 60% of the area of Wealden. The
Low Weald and the Coastal Levels are also valued landscapes.

12.2 A holistic understanding of the landscape and environmental setting and sensitivities
as they relate to green infrastructure, is critical to understanding character and place and
its contribution to sustainable development. Its primary role is to ensure that design
principles respond to landscape character and for opportunities to be identified which can
contribute to enhancing the landscape and contributing to multifunctional networks of
green space.

12.3 The following datasets have been used to build a picture of Wealden's landscape
character:

National character areas (2004);
The South Downs Management Plan (2008);
The High Weald AONB Management Plan (2009);
East Sussex County Council Landscape Assessment (2004); and
Wealden District Council's Landscape Character Assessment (2009).

12.4 At a strategic level the landscape character of Wealden is formed by four landscape
character areas, and by the character areas identified within both the East Sussex County
Council Landscape Assessment and the Wealden District Council's Landscape Character
Assessment.

National Character Areas

12.5 The National Character Areas approach examines the local distinctiveness of each
part of England. The boundaries are based on the distribution of natural features and
wildlife and on the land use patterns and human history of each of the areas.

12.6 Using the National Character Areas, geologically Wealden District can be divided
into four broad zones. A map outlining these character areas can be found in Appendix
4:

The South Downs National Park- Characterised by its tilted layers of soft chalk,
chalk related habitats, woodland and river valleys and supporting a high diversity of
plants and animals.The South Downs has recently been designated a National Park.
The landscape is classically of rolling chalk downland, dry valleys and flint villages.
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These characteristics are reflected in the management plan for the South Downs and
provide the basis for the effective management of the area(26).
The Pevensey Levels - A low-lying wetland habitat dominated by heavy clay soils.
The area is characterised by rivers, streams, ponds and large water bodies as well
as areas of grazing marsh. The Pevensey Levels are rich in biodiversity.
The Low Weald - Characterised by broad low lying and gently undulating clay vales.
It is a small scale intimate landscape enclosed by small woodlands, a patchwork of
fields and hedgerows. It is essentially rural in character and settlements are mainly
villages or small hamlets;
The High Weald  - Characterised by two bold sandstone ridges running east - west.
The northern ridge runs from the Ashdown Forest to Wadhurst with Crowborough
Beacon being the highest point of the High Weald. The area is geologically complex
with numerous streams, valleys, ghylls and scattered outcrops of Sandstone nodes.
A unique landscape of rolling ridges and deeply incised valleys. There is a mosaic
of woodlands, small fields divided by hedgerows and thick shaws, sunken lanes and
scattered villages. The majority of the High Weald is designated as an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

East Sussex Landscape Character

12.7 At a County level, the East Sussex County Landscape Assessment(27) divides the
County's landscape into 40 character areas. A number of these character areas relate to
Wealden District. The assessment also looks at four of Wealden's towns: Crowborough,
Hailsham, Heathfield and Uckfield and examines the relationship between the townscape
and its surrounding countryside. The character areas do not take into account local
authority boundaries.

12.8 A summary of the landscape character areas located within Wealden is outlined
in table 6 below.

Table 6 Summary of Wealden's Landscape Character Areas

DescriptionLocation of
character area

Character
Area

The individually distinctive main villages of Hartfield,
Forest Row and Groombridge lie in the valley. The

Covers the Medway
Valley from

The Upper
Medway
Valley area is strengthened by the tree fringed winding

river and by Forest Way Country Park.
Weirwood reservoir
to Groombridge

The Ashdown Forest lies between Crowborough,
Forest Row, Maresfield and Nutley and is the

Lying between
Crowborough,

The
Ashdown
Forest largest area of lowland health in the South east.Forest Row and

Maresfield The Ashdown Forest is a fragile, biodiversity rich
landscape which is visually prominent with long

26 Further information on the South Downs Management Plan can be found at www.southdownsonline.org
27 East Sussex County Landscape Assessment (2008) www.eastsussex.gov.uk
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views in and out of the area. The area is of great
nature conservation and scenic value.

Uckfield, Maresfield, Five ash Down and Framfield
are located in this area together with Danehill in

Lies between
Wivelsfield Green
and Buxted

Upper Ouse
Valley

the North West Corner. The landscape consists of
low ridges and wider valleys covered by streams
and woods. The valley system includes the River
Ouse, Longford Stream and River Uck.

Tunbridge Wells and Crowborough exert a strong
influence on the neighbouring countryside. There

Lies South of
Tunbridge Wells and
east of Crowborough

Central
High Weald

are urban fringe influences around the towns and
villages including Rotherfield and Wadhurst.
Conservation and enhancement of the village
setting and improving the surrounding landscape
is identified as being important.

Heathfield, East Hoathly and Blackboys are situated
within this intricate and small scale landscape. It is

Falling south of
Heathfield to Battle

South
Slopes of
the Weald characterised by deeply dissected north southRidge towards the

ridges, valleys, ghylls and country lanes connectingLow Weald and
Pevensey Levels scattered development and villages. The rural

villages are remote and tend to be ribbon
development. Herstmonceux and Ninfield are also
located in this area.

The valley of the River Rother dominates the
landscape and is overlooked by ridges and spurs

Runs from Isenhurst
to Wadhurst and

Upper
Rother
Valley with ghylls and shaws. Mayfield is located on aacross to Hurst

Green prominent ridge and there are long views too and
from the village. Broad Oak straddles the ridge
which forms the southern boundary.

The west side of Hailsham, the majority of
Polegate, Lower Horsebridge and Upper Dicker

Runs from Ringmer
to the west of
Polegate

Eastern
Low Weald

are located in this area. The area is more open ,
flat and less wooded compared to the Western Low
Weald. The area contains the Upper Cuckmere
River and Arlington reservoir and Abbots and Vert
Wood. Country lanes in the area provide
recreational access to the countryside. There are
many small remote and unspoilt villages. However,
intrusive development  along main roads has
detracted from the area.

The east side of Hailsham is located within this
area.The landscape is dominated by grazing marsh

Includes the
Pevensey levels

Pevensey
Levels
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and reeds. There is little or no development on the
floodplain and villages are scattered around the
ridge top roads which afford long views across the
Levels. Both Pevensey and Westham is situated
in this area.

District Landscape Character Assessment

12.9 At a District level, East Sussex County Council has undertaken a Landscape
Character Assessment and Development option evaluation study for Wealden District
Council.This study builds upon the National Character areas and the East Sussex County
Landscape Assessment by assessing Wealden's landscape character at a more detailed
level and within particular search areas. The assessment further identifies landscape
quality and value and assesses the sensitivity and capacity for the landscape to accept
change.The methodology used by the Consultant's has been endorsed by Natural England.

12.10 The study areas include the areas around the towns, up to 1 km radius and
villages (up to 0.5km). The study also identifies opportunities for enhancing green
infrastructure provision.

Summary of the landscape character of Wealden's five towns

12.11 Below is a summary of the landscape character for each of the main towns within
the District. Further information can be found in the Wealden Landscape Character
Assessment(28).

12.12 Crowborough is located within the Central High Weald Character Area and is
the highest town in the County blanketing the crest of the main Wealden ridge east of the
Ashdown Forest. Crowborough is surrounded by high quality countryside and the majority
(apart from areas to the south) is designated as within the High Weald AONB.

12.13 Heathfield is located within the South Slopes of the High Weald Character area
and is surrounded by high quality countryside, much of which is designated as High Weald
AONB. The town occupies a hillcrest position on the main High Wealden ridge.

12.14 Uckfield lies within the Upper Ouse Landscape Character Area within the Low
Weald. The town lies within gently rolling countryside on the southern edge of the High
Weald. The nature of the landscape surrounding Uckfield is varied and intricate. The
landscape is a rich mosaic of woods, shaws, ghylls, small fields and hedges. Buxted park
is located to the north east of the town. A number of streams cross the Uckfield area and
converge on the River Uck, which passes east to west through the centre of the town.

12.15 Hailsham is situated between the Eastern Low Weald and the Pevensey Levels
character areas. Hailsham is a medieval market town and provides a historic focus for
the surrounding villages and countryside.The town sits on a slight rise in the flat landscape

28 Wealden District Council: Local Development Framework Landscape Character Assessment (ESCC, February 2009)
www.wealden.gov.uk.
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of the low Weald and has extensive views to the High Weald and the Downs as well as
across the levels to the east.The surrounding countryside is fairly flat with abundant small
woods, hedges and shaws. Hedges and hedgerow trees are important components of
the towns surrounding landscape.

12.16 Polegate lies at the meeting point of four character areas, the Eastern Low
Weald, the Wilmington Downs and the Pevensey and Eastbourne Levels. The town of
Polegate is surrounded by a number of different landscapes including the Eastern Low
Weald to the northwest, the Wilmington Downs to the southwest and the Pevensey Levels
to the east. To the west, the town enjoys excellent views to the South Downs National
Park.To the north of Polegate, between the A22 and A27, the land rises to a broad gentle
ridge patterned with fields, hedges and tree belts. The A27 Polegate bypass traverses
the north of the town.

12.17 Stone Cross lies between the open levels to the west, which forms part of the
gap between Stone Cross and Polegate. An open buffer area between the A27 by-pass
to the north which is influenced by urban fringe uses and a hard urban edge to the
countryside and the Mountney Levels to the east which form an important open gap
between the village of Pevensey and Stone Cross.

General key Issues and opportunities

12.18 Pressure for development imposes pressure on Wealden's often-sensitive rural
landscape. This includes the visual sensitivity of the South Downs and the High Weald
AONB and the fragile landscapes and designations of European significance of the
Ashdown Forest and Pevensey Levels.

12.19 There are urban fringe influences around Wealden's towns and villages.
Conservation and enhancement of the village setting and improving the surrounding
landscape is therefore an important consideration and an opportunity for the creation of
a positive landscape edge through the provision of or strengthening of green networks.
The provision of future development on the edge of towns and villages therefore has the
potential to address and enhance the visual appearance of towns and villages.

12.20 Wealden's countryside provides benefits to surrounding communities including
through recreation opportunities, the provision of water and the provision of local produce.

12.21 Parts of Wealden's landscape suffers from recreational pressures such as the
erosion of sandstone outcrops through walking and rock climbing and also recreational
related pressures on the biodiversity features of the Ashdown Forest. Notwithstanding
this, Wealden also has a large amount of countryside, which has good recreational
potential. It is important to maximise recreation in places where it can be best absorbed
and ensure that, through a combination of this and sound visitor management, sensitive
landscapes and associated features are protected and managed effectively.

12.22 Wealden is well served by rights of way. There are opportunities to strengthen
and enhance the connectivity between potential development and the surrounding valued
landscape through the creation or enhancement of footpaths. This can benefit health,
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well being as well as strengthening people's and the communities appreciation of the
natural environment.

12.23 There are a number of threats to Wealden's landscape. These include the
fragmentation of habitats, a rapidly decreasing extent of farmland, non-agricultural use
of farmland, lack of traditional land management, agricultural intensification and a lack of
traditional grazing. It is therefore important to ensure that Wealden's landscapes and
habitats are managed appropriately and enhanced where possible.

12.24 Wealden's landscape is characterised by woodlands, including a high percentage
of formally designated Ancient Woodlands, and hedgerows. Also, Ancient Meadows are
an important characteristic of Wealden. These features need to be protected, enhanced
and restored as a valuable landscape asset. This can also contribute to green corridors
and mitigate the visual impact of development.

12.25 Through the provision of development, opportunities exist to enhance degraded
landscapes and contribute to biodiversity. This can also mitigate against future climate
change.

Key issues and opportunities for Towns

12.26 Crowborough. There is scope to conserve and enhance the lower quality
landscape structure around Crowborough through improved management or through
development and associated mitigation. There may also be scope to improve the existing
urban edges through the provision of new development and green infrastructure.

12.27 Crowborough's surrounding countryside is of great amenity value as it is well
served with footpaths and is accessible from the urban area. Opportunities exist to protect
valued landscape features and to enhance / create green corridors in areas to the south
of the town.

12.28 Heathfield. Surburban spread to the south of Heathfield town centre lacks local
identity and focus of character. It is considered that opportunities exist to enhance and
conserve the AONB landscape.

12.29 Tilsmore Woods located to the north of Heathfield are a valuable amenity and
semi-natural ancient woodland.The area to the East of Heathfield is occupied by Heathfield
Park and a wooded area is also located to the south west of the town. Through the
provision of footpaths the town connects well with its surrounding countryside.

12.30 Uckfield. Urban fringe influences are evident around Uckfield although the
wooded character softens the visual impact of the town in places. The Uckfield bypass
cuts across the west of the town and provides both visual and noise intrusion.

12.31 There are opportunities in Uckfield for urban fringe development to provide and
enhance green corridors and reinforce the countryside gap. In addition, links to the
countryside and existing green infrastructure could also be strengthened.
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12.32 Hailsham. Whilst Hailsham has expanded in recent decades, some of its urban
areas are intrusive within the countryside and it could be suggested that some of
Hailsham's suburban growth currently lacks focus or character. There are also areas of
poorly managed land to the east of Hailsham. An opportunity exists to address these
issues through the provision of green infrastructure associated with further growth of the
town

12.33 The countryside surrounding Hailsham is visually and physically accessible
especially Abbots and Wilmington Wood to the south of the town. These are valued
recreational areas. The Cuckoo Trail green corridor also passes through Hailsham which
provides access to the countryside for both walkers and cyclists between Polegate and
Heathfield.

12.34 Opportunities exist within Hailsham to create better links between development
and green infrastructure provision, to restore and improve degraded landscapes by
increasing woodland area and preserving landscape features. Opportunities also exist to
create multifunctional green networks around existing tree belts and hedgerows.

12.35 Polegate. Some of Polegate's rural landscape has been degraded by urban
fringe pressures including urban fringe uses and commercial development.The relatively
recent road development at Cophall roundabout to the west of the town has also resulted
in the loss of landscape structure.

12.36 Opportunities exist to strengthen Polegate's landscape structure and mitigate
the visual impact of the A27 through the provision of open space and the creation of
multifunctional green networks. There is also an opportunity to better link development
and green space through the provision of access routes and to seek to enhance landscape
opportunities in respect of the nearby National Park.

12.37 Stone Cross. The north of Stone Cross currently presents a hard urban edge
to the countryside although planting along the A27 reduces its impact from the Pevensey
Levels and the road. There are also some urban fringe influences to the east of the town
which impact on the rural character of the areas close to the built up edge. Similar to
Polegate, opportunities exist to strengthen green infrastructure in and around the Stone
Cross area including the linking of existing footpaths and re-planting of woodland.
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13 Biodiversity

13.1 This section describes Wealden Districts biodiversity resource. Within Wealden's
landscape there is a range of international, national and local designations for nature
conservation and wildlife. Individual datasets for sites of biodiversity interest have been
used in order to build a picture of Wealden District's biodiversity resource.

Overview of Biodiversity assets located within Wealden District

13.2 The following information summarises Wealden's Biodiversity assets. Further
information and a review of these assets can be found in the Biodiversity Core Strategy
Background Paper.

European Protected Sites of Nature Conservation importance:

Special Area of Conservation (SAC) - Ashdown Forest
Special Protection Area (SPA) - Ashdown Forest
Ramsar Site - Pevensey Levels(29)

Sites of Special Scientific Interest - 32 sites
National Nature Reserves - 2 sites
Regionally Important Geological Sites (RIGS) - 14 sites
Local Nature Reserve - 6 sites
Sites of Nature Conservation Importance - 97 sites
Ancient woodland - 14.15 % of Wealden District
Legally protected Species
UK BAP Habitats and Species (19 habitats and 242 species recorded in Wealden(30))
S41 Habitats and Species of principal importance(31)

Biodiversity Opportunity Areas - 20 areas within Wealden
Veteran Trees and woodland
Important networks of habitats
Previously Developed land.

Key issues and opportunities

13.3 European and National legislation and guidance including that contained within
PPS9 sets out how sites of biodiversity and geological importance will be protected and
enhanced. Furthermore, Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities
(NERC) Act 2006 places a statutory duty on all local authorities to have regards to
biodiversity in the carrying out of all their functions. To this end, a green infrastructure
strategy is an ideal tool that can assist Wealden District Council in meeting its statutory
duty through the extension of ecological networks to link areas of high biodiversity value

29 The Pevensey Levels are currently being considered by the UK Government as a possible SAC. Further information can be
found on the Natural England Website, http://www.naturalengland.org.uk

30 It is possible that further BAP habitats and species are present in Wealden but not currently recorded.
31 Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities NERC Act 2006
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to their surrounding environment. This in turn, allows new areas to be colonised as well
as helping species to adapt to climate change or other changing conditions.

13.4 Future development within Wealden has the potential to contribute to the further
fragmentation and loss and deterioration of important habitats and species. The creation
of green networks as part of a green infrastructure strategy can help to mitigate against
fragmentation, biodiversity loss and climate change in accordance with national planning
policy.

13.5 Wealden District is situated in a diverse landscape spanning three geological
areas, namely the High Weald, the Low Weald and the South Downs. Wealden's varied
geology and its rural countryside environment provides an excellent  resource to support
a rich variety of habitats and wildlife. This is evident from a high coverage of around 15%
of the District being classed as either an international, national or local designated site.
International and national sites have a high level of protection afforded to them through
their designations, legal obligation and statutory nature conservation policy. These areas
form significant green infrastructure assets due to their high biodiversity value, although
there is considerable scope to further improve the District's biodiversity assets.

13.6 There is opportunity through the Wealden's green infrastructure strategy to ensure
the continued protection, restoration and maintenance of the Districts statutory and
non-statutory sites. This can be achieved by supporting relevant bodies and through
partnership working with the relevant agencies.

13.7 Conflict can often occur between the conservation objectives of a site of biodiversity
importance and using a site for recreational use. Through a green infrastructure strategy
there is an opportunity to protect those sites which are biologically sensitive and require
a high level of protection and sensitive management, whilst balancing improved
accessibility to sites and increased human interaction with nature.

13.8 The provision of additional green infrastructure can also help to meet the
requirements under the Habitats Regulations in relation to the Ashdown Forest SAC,
where it has been identified by Natural England that the provision of Suitable Alternative
Natural Green Space (SANG) is required to avoid adverse effects on the site as a result
of the location of additional development in the area. In the case of the Ashdown Forest
SAC, the purpose of a SANG is to protect the biodiversity of the site by off setting additional
recreational pressures, especially dog walking that may result from an increased
population.

13.9 In addition to a high percentage of designated sites, there are also numerous
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) habitats present within the District. The South East
Biodiversity Forum has incorporated the majority of these areas in the identification of
Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (BOAs)(32). Outside of the formally designated sites these
areas are considered to be the most important areas for habitat enhancement, restoration
and creation of BAP habitats and will provide Wealden with an opportunity to positively
contribute to national BAP targets, create links between sites of biodiversity value to allow

32 Please note that BAP Habitats also exist outside BOA also.
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species to respond to changing conditions such as climate change and also increase the
quality of habitats within the District.

13.10 Whilst BOAs are useful in directing conservation efforts, they are not the only
locations where biodiversity can be increased or enhanced. Development that successfully
plans for and subsequently incorporates biodiversity into its design can also contribute
to the creation of wildlife corridors and can contribute to the restoration of degraded
habitats. This is particularly important in the more urban areas where existing green
infrastructure can also be enhanced so that they can better contribute to the ecological
network of green space.

13.11 Both existing and new green spaces such as urban verges, amenity planting and
formal landscaped zones has the potential to be of value when considering green corridors
through urban areas. Whilst these habitats do not have as much value as natural habitats
they are very useful when planning links to rural areas. There is therefore an opportunity
to carefully consider the use of these areas to be of more value for biodiversity including
the improvement of existing planting as maintenance is carried out together with the
careful consideration of planting with more colourful and appealing species to assist in
climate change adaptation.
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14 Ecosystems, hydrology and climate change

Introduction

14.1 The natural environment provides a number of key functions and a range of
fundamental benefits to maintain sustainable conditions in both the urban and rural
environment. Of particular relevance to green infrastructure, these key functions include
climate regulation, air quality, flood management and water quality.

14.2 The purpose of this section is to provide an overview of functional ecosystem
services within Wealden District to aid in the analysis of green infrastructure deficiency
and need and to also identify the opportunities that may exist to provide associated benefits
to the District.

Air Quality

14.3 As part of a multifunctional landscape, green infrastructure has the ability to reduce
the effects of air pollution and improve air quality(33). Woodland and natural habitats act
as deposition sinks for air pollution especially particulate matter and Nitrogen Oxide.
Vegetation also assists in the reduction of Carbon Dioxide through the process of
photosynthesis.

14.4 Under Part IV of the Environment Act 1995 local authorities have a duty to review(34)

and assess(35) air quality on a regular basis and manage air quality by declaring an Air
Quality Management Area (AQMA) where air quality standards exceed the objectives set
out in the revised Air Quality Strategy (2000). Wealden District's Local Air Quality
Management Progress report (2008 - 2009)(36) has identified that there has been no air
quality exceedances to date and that it is unlikely that air quality objectives will be exceeded
in future years. It has not been necessary therefore for Wealden District Council to declare
an Air Quality Management Area.

14.5 PPS23 requires local authorities to consider the potential sensitivity of an area to
adverse effects from air pollution in relation to the environment, habitats, natural resources
and peoples health and quality of life. This includes an assessment as to whether new
housing or industrial developments are likely to have an impact on local air quality. To
date, the District has had no new major housing developments or industrial sites, that
may have an impact on local air quality.

14.6 However, the effect of future development on air quality is especially relevant to
the Ashdown Forest SAC where the Appropriate Assessment for the Core Strategy has
identified that the critical load of the Ashdown Forest is currently being exceeded in relation
to Nitrogen deposition.This has the potential to effect the integrity of the site and its nature
conservation interests. Appropriate management and / or mitigation will be required to

33 Countryside Agency and Groundwork (2004) The Countryside in and around Towns, Countryside Agency and Groundwork
34 A review of air quality means a consideration of the level of pollutants in the air for which objectives are prescribed in the Air

Quality Regulations for England as amended (2002) as well as an estimate of likely future levels
35 An assessment of air quality is the consideration of whether estimated levels for the relevant future period are likely to exceed

the levels set in the objectives.
36 Please see the Wealden website: www.wealden.gov.uk
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address the air quality issue on the Ashdown Forest. This will need to include measures
to ensure that a future increase in development in the surrounding areas does not
exacerbate the current problem.

14.7 There is an opportunity for the provision of green infrastructure to assist in the
mitigation of the effects of air pollution across the District. This in turn can provide health
benefits to local communities and can assist in the preservation of the environment.

Climate change

14.8 In 2008, Carbon dioxide accounted for approximately 85 per cent of the UK’s
man-made greenhouse gas emissions(37).

14.9 According to the Department of Environment and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), Wealden’s
CO2 emissions from road transport are higher than for the rest of East Sussex and for
the South East as a whole. This is due to the rural nature of the area coupled with high
levels of car ownership. Total per capita emissions are, however, lower than for the South
East as a whole, which is likely to be due to the relative lack of high CO2  producing
industrial and other processes within Wealden.

14.10 The UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP) has produced a range of climate
predictions for the South East. From these 'climate change scenarios', there is an
expectation for summers to be hotter and drier with a risk of more frequent droughts and
winters to be milder with more rainfall and an increased risk of flooding. There is also an
expectation that there will be more extreme weather events, higher sea levels and storm
surges.

14.11 Climate change will affect both people and their livelihoods and also the ability
for plants and animals to survive in Wealden District in years to come. There is therefore
a need to ensure that measures are taken to reduce the effect of climate change through
adaptation and mitigation.

14.12 The provision of suitable green infrastructure has the potential to assist in climate
change adaptation and mitigation in a number of ways. This includes:

Creating cooler microclimates especially in more urban areas through the provision
of trees and woodland thus reducing the need to cool buildings through the provision
of shading and evaporative cooling;
Providing habitats, "green corridors" and a more permeable landscape to help wildlife
adapt to climate change(38);
Improving carbon storage - e.g. through landscape scale planting schemes;
Reducing the risk of flooding in the District through the better management of surface
water run-off and the storage of flood water;

37 UK Climate Change Sustainable Development Indicator: 2008 Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Final Figures (Department of
Energy and Climate Change, February 2010)

38 Further information on helping biodiversity adapt to climate change and the role of the planning system can be accessed at
www.naturalengland.org.uk

Wealden District Council Local Development Framework

Green Infrastructure

14 E
cosystem

s, hydrology and clim
ate change

46

http:// http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/NECR004


Reducing vehicle carbon emissions through the provision of sustainable transport
corridors, traffic management measures and providing local recreational opportunities
to reduce the need to travel;
Supplying biomass or bio fuels to directly replace fossil fuels; and
Increasing local food production to reduce the transportation of food.

The role of trees and woodland

14.13 Trees and woodland have a vital role to play in climate change adaptation and
mitigation. This is due to their ability to absorb CO² from the atmosphere through
photosynthesis and reducing the amount of CO² emissions in the atmosphere.

14.14 Whilst it is not possible for the UK to become Carbon neutral through afforestation
alone, so called carbon sinks associated with trees and woodland have the potential to
contribute to climate change mitigation during the time that policies and climate change
initiatives are developed to reduce green house gas emissions.

14.15 Wealden District has a number of significant woodland areas located across the
District and as the effects of climate change take place, the role of trees and woodland
will become more important, especially in the more built-up areas of Wealden.

14.16 Opportunities may exist to restore and expand Wealden's woodland. Furthermore,
opportunities may exist to increase the number of trees located within Wealden's more
built up areas. Both new trees and woodland should be located to maximise the contribution
that they can make to climate change adaptation and to the strengthening of the green
infrastructure network.

The water environment in Wealden

14.17 There are a number of river water bodies located within the District. The main
rivers and their catchment areas are outlined within table 7 below.

Table 7 Main River Catchments within Wealden District

North WealdenSouth Wealden

The River Uck rises from tributaries
surrounding Huggets Furnace and flows

The Cuckmere River rises from tributaries
around Heathfield and flows south through

south west and is joined by the Highthe South Downs to its outfall into the
Hurstwood Stream, two tributaries from theEnglish Channel west of Eastbourne. The
northwest and east before flowing throughlower catchment is tidal and the upper
Uckfield. The River Uck flows throughcatchment is fluvial with many tributaries.
Uckfield where it is joined by the FramfieldThe catchment is predominately rural with
Stream from the south. It then flows southa few urban areas including Heathfield,

Hailsham and Alfriston. alongside a dismantled railway before
turning west. After passing through a series
of weirs it branches into the Isfield Mill
Stream before both watercourses exit the
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study area. This catchment includes the
larger urban area of Uckfield and the
smaller urban areas of Buxted and Hadlow
Down.

The River Ouse rises in the Mid Sussex
District and flows in a south east direction

The Pevensey Levels consists of a
network of artificially drained channels and

forming the western boundary of the WDCconstitutes some of the most low lying
SFRA study area. It flows through the studytopography in the area. Pevensey Bay and
area near Fletching and then flows southparts of Hailsham are within the catchment

area. along the study boundary. It is joined at
Sharpesbridge by the Shortbridge Stream
and converges with the River Uck and the
Isfield Mill Stream north of Isfield. The
catchment includes the urban areas of
Nutley, Danehill, Maresfield and Isfield.

The River Medway flows from the
Sevenoaks District along the northern

The Willingdon Levels is the low lying
area between the South Downs to the west

boundary of the WDC SFRA study areaand the Pevensey Levels to the east. The
and enters the study area nearcatchment is heavily urbanised including
Groombridge, where it is joined by anthe towns / settlements of  Eastbourne,

Willingdon and Polegate. unnamed tributary from the south. The
Medway flows along the Sussex Border
path and passes the village of Hartfield to
the south. It continues west and flows
through the centre of Forest Row. The
River Medway catchment includes the
urban areas of Forest Row, Rotherfield
Groombridge and Hartfield.There has been
significant historic flooding along the River
Medway; notably in 1960, 1968 and 2000.

The River Teise flows from the Tunbridge
Wells District to the northeast of the

Wallers Haven is the eastern most
catchment . It drains an upland catchement
of grazing marsh into the Pevensey Levels. Wealden District. It flows along the

north-eastern boundary near Bayham Lake.
The River Teise does not flow through
Wealden District however, its catchment's
and headwaters are located within
Wealden. Approximately 30% of the River
Teise catchment area is within the Wealden
District. The catchment includes the urban
area of Wadhurst and a number of smaller
rural settlements.
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The River Rother rises near Mayfield in
the east of Wealden District. It flows in an
easterly direction before flowing into Rother
District. 30% of the River Rothers
catchment area is within the Wealden
District.The catchment of the River Rother
includes the urban area of Mayfield and a
number of smaller rural settlements.

14.18 The District's water environment or blue infrastructure is a key component of the
green infrastructure network. There is potential through Wealden's green infrastructure
strategy to enhance river corridors and improve the water environment including water
quality, habitats and biodiversity.

14.19 Under the Water Framework Directive, the Environment Agency has produced
a plan(39), which looks at the pressures facing the water environment in the South East
River Basin. The plan highlights that 81% of surface water in the South East River Basin
District does not meet good ecological status or overall status.There is therefore potential
within any green infrastructure strategy to address water quality, improve the water
environment and assist in meeting the targets of the South East River Basin Management
Plan to help address the water pressures faced in the South East.

Flood risk

14.20 Green infrastructure has the ability to assist in flood risk mitigation through the
enhancement or re-creation of functional floodplains, water meadows and the provision
of multi-functional Sustainable Drainage (SuDS) Techniques. The combination of water
management with green infrastructure provision can assist in flood storage and conveyance
which in turn can reduce the causes and impacts of flooding whilst providing landscape
and wildlife benefits and contributing to the overall green network.

14.21 Flood risk within Wealden is assessed within the following documents:

Eastbourne Borough Council and Wealden District Council SFRA Final Level 1;
Eastbourne Borough Council and Wealden District Council SFRA Final Level 2;
Wealden District Council SFRA Final Level 1; and
SFRA Level 2 Uckfield.

Flood risk - Key Issues

14.22 Where information is available, the Wealden SFRAs have identified a number of
areas across the District which are potentially at risk from flooding.These areas are shown
in the flood risk maps located in the Wealden SFRA Reports(40).

39 Water for life and livelihoods: River Basin Management Plan South East River basin District (Environment Agency, December
2009) www.environment-agency.gov.uk

40 The Wealden SFRA Reports can be accessed at www.wealden.gov.uk
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14.23 Flooding in the District is not just limited to rivers but arises from a number of
different sources including pluvial (rainfall), groundwater, sewer and also flooding from
artificial sources such as reservoirs. Each type of flooding presents its own type of risk
and management solution.

14.24 Some areas currently defended from flooding may in the future be at risk due to
the effects of climate change, deteriorated or aged flood defences or by the changing of
flood defence strategies.

14.25 In summary, the main areas of fluvial and tidal flood risk within the specific
catchment areas in the South of the District include:

Cuckmere River - Flooding occurs fairly frequently to a small number of properties,
although there are no major urban areas at risk. The areas susceptible to flooding
include an area  to the east of Alfriston, west of Litlington and west of West Dean.
The settlement of Horam floods from the Cuckmere River due to a lack of capacity
of road crossings. Parts of Hellingly are also often flooded due to a number of
properties being located on the floodplain.
Pevensey Levels - The area is predominantly rural consisting of extensive drainage
networks and floodplain;

Willingdon Levels - Polegate and developments on the margins of the Willingdon
Levels are considered to be at flood risk. Past flooding has occurred as a result of
lack of capacity of the river systems in the area; and
Wallers Haven - There is no identified flood risk to properties from the Wallers Haven,
although some transport links may be exposed;

14.26 Other sources of flooding in the south of the district include:

Groundwater flooding has been noted to have taken place in Alfriston and West
Dean;
The areas surrounding Polegate, Willingdon, Eastbourne and Hailsham suffer from
flooding as a result of lack of capacity in the existing drainage infrastructure and/or
the speed at which storm water is delivered to the Brooks; and
The areas around Pevensey and Willingdon suffer from flooding through overland
flow.

14.27 The main areas of fluvial flood risk in the north of the District include:

River Ouse / River Uck - Major flooding events have previously occurred in Uckfield
due to channel capacity being exceeded;
River Medway - Previous flooding events have occurred in Forest Row, Hartfield,
Groombridge, Eridge Station and Bells Yew Green due to general causes such as
insufficient channel capacity, constrictions at structures( eg bridges ), debris blockages
or inappropriate development in areas vulnerable to flooding;
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River Teise - There have not been any flooding incidences to date within the Wealden
area; and
River Rother - There have not been any flooding incidences to date within the Wealden
area.

14.28 Other sources of flooding in the north of the District include:

In the north of Wealden 14% of flooding incidents have occurred as a result of drainage
problems. In addition, 11% of the recorded incidents were as a result of overland
flow which occurred due to an insufficient drainage network;
Uckfield is identified at being at risk of flooding from overland flow from urban areas.
Buxted is also at risk of overland flow; and
The settlements of Uckfield, Crowborough, Mayfield, Wadhurst, Forest Row and
Hartfield have suffered from flooding as a result of lack of capacity in the existing
drainage infrastructure and / or the speed at which storm water is delivered to
watercourses.

Key opportunities within Wealden District

14.29 A number of specific recommendations are made within both the South and
North Wealden SFRAs. Some of these recommendations are area specific whilst some
are more general and relevant across the board. A summary of the general
recommendations are outlined below:

Flood mitigation measures should be incorporated into the design of buildings and
developments. This can include the provision of green roofs / walls and SuDS.
Especially where the expansion of developed areas takes place, strategic flood
storage areas should be considered where necessary, practicable, viable and
deliverable. This can assist the ability of drainage systems to convey water and
protect the water quality of watercourses, especially during storm events. Strategic
flood storage areas should particularly be considered in areas of the High Weald and
South Downs to reduce flood risk to the towns and villages; and
Opportunities should be sought to alleviate flooding from surface water run-off
including the consideration of SuDS and their incorporation into development schemes.
This can also improve biodiversity, water quality and provide amenity benefits.

14.30 Flood risk throughout Wealden District is intensified by poor conveyance of some
structures such as bridges or culverts.With the impact of climate change flooding caused
by poor conveyance is expected to increase. To help mitigate this, a number of
recommendations have been made. These include:

returning culverted rivers to a natural system. This can also increase peoples
enjoyment of the watercourse as a feature (as opposed to hiding it in a concrete
channel);
upgrading of culverts or bridges;
improve existing local defences;
safeguard floodplains from development;
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where practical, viable and deliverable consider opportunities to restore natural river
forms and floodplains; and
where appropriate, mitigate flood risk through the development of flood storage
schemes. This may also provide an amenity benefit.

Flood risk - Area specific opportunities

14.31 The Wealden SFRAs identify a number of area specific recommendations.These
are outlined below:

River corridors should be reintroduced especially in Hellingly and Lower Horsebridge,
to restore floodplain and reduce flooding impacts on local infrastructure;
Within the Ouse catchment area and specifically between Uckfield and Crowborough,
there are opportunities to reduce flood risk and improve water quality through the
use of SuDS within new housing developments; and
There is an opportunity to restore sections of the floodplain upstream of Uckfield to
increase the flood storage capacity and reduce the risk of flooding downstream(41).

14.32 There is an opportunity to create a more natural river corridor through the removal
of flood embankments of the River Rother.This would provide flood storage opportunities
to reduce the impact of flooding at higher risk locations elsewhere in the River Rother
catchment area.

41 See Section 11 of the RiverAdur and Ouse CFMP Consultation Plan.
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15 Cultural Heritage and Historic Landscape

Introduction

15.1 This section describes Wealden Districts cultural heritage.The connection between
cultural heritage and green infrastructure derives from the ability of green infrastructure
to provide public amenity spaces that conserve, enhance and preserve the cultural value
of places and their settings and by supporting, or creating, a sense of place and identity.

15.2 The following datasets have been used to build a picture of Wealden's cultural
heritage:

Listed Buildings;
Conservation Areas;
Historic Parks and gardens;
Scheduled Ancient Monuments;
Historic landscapes; and
Heritage coast.

Listed Buildings

15.3 Listed Buildings are buildings of special architectural or historic interest. They are
designated and protected by the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act
1990 and designations are presently administered by English Heritage.Within the District
there are a total of 2612 listed buildings. There are three types of listed status. The table
below outlines the status of Wealden District's listed buildings:

Table 8 The status of Wealden District's Listed Buildings

ExplanationDistrict totalGrade of listed building

Grade I buildings are of exceptional
interest, sometimes considered to be

52Grade I

internationally important. Just 2.5% of
listed buildings are Grade I.

Grade II* buildings are particularly
important buildings of more than special

108Grade II*

interest. 5.5% of listed buildings are
Grade II*.

Grade II buildings are nationally
important and of special interest. 92%

2452Grade II

of all listed buildings are in this class and
it is the most likely grade of listing for a
home owner.
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Conservation Areas

15.4 Wealden has a total of 34 Conservation Areas(42) within the District. These
Conservation Areas are located in the towns and villages outlined in the table below:

Table 9 Conservation Areas within Wealden District

Forest RowPevensey and westhamAlciston

FramfieldRipeAlfriston

FrantRushlake greenBerwick

HartfieldSelmestonCade Street

MayfieldWaldronChiddingly

MaresfieldWest DeanEast Dean

RotherfieldChurch Street, WillingdonEast Hoathly

UckfieldWilmingtonHailsham

WadhurstCousley WoodHelingly

WithyhamCrowboroughJevington

DanehillLitlington

FletchingOld Heathfield

Historic Parks and gardens

15.5 The table below outlines the Historic Parks and Gardens within Wealden District.
In total there are 22 Historic Parks and Gardens, which cover an area of 2232 hectares.
Of these 22, one is Listed as Grade I, nine are Grade II listed, and 12 are listed as grade
II*.

Table 10 Historic Parks and Gardens within Wealden District

AREA_HAGRADENAME

368.11IIBAYHAM ABBEY

43.04II*GROOMBRIDGE PLACE

42 The statutory definition of a conservation area is “ an area of special architectural interest, the character or appearance of
which it is desirable to preserve or enhance”.
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26.13II*PENNS IN THE ROCKS

6.40II*CHARLESTON MANOR

148.35II*HERSTMONCEUX CASTLE AND PLACE

8.97IIHORSTED PLACE

9.85II*BROCKHURST

47.60II*WYCH CROSS PLACE

14.56II
CALVERLEY PARK AND CALVERLEY
GROUNDS

546.02II*ERIDGE PARK

27.22II*ROTHERFIELD HALL

215.36II*BUCKHURST PARK

28.90IIWOOTTON MANOR

81.50IIHAMMERWOOD PARK

208.32ISHEFFIELD PARK

144.55IIHEATHFIELD PARK

65.65IIKIDBROOKE PARK

58.85IIWADHURST CASTLE

172.98II*BUXTED PARK

0.41II*THE HOO

5.25II*GLEN ANDRED GARDEN

3.82IIFRANT COURT

2231.82Total

Scheduled Ancient Monuments

15.6 There are a total of 102 Scheduled Ancient Monuments within the District. Ancient
monuments are protected under the Ancient Monument and Archaeological Areas Act
1979 and the Secretary of State has responsibility for compiling and maintaining the
Schedule.
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Historic Landscapes

15.7 Work is currently underway on the Sussex Historic Landscape Characterisation
which is being undertaken by East Sussex County Council. Once published the document
will provide a detailed assessment of historic features in Sussex on a landscape character
area basis. It is anticipated that this assessment will be used for the further assessment
of Wealden District's cultural assets and will contribute to the District's overall green
infrastructure strategy.

15.8 Wealden has a number of historic landscapes including the High Weald, Low
Weald, South Downs, Ashdown Forest and Pevensey Levels. Wealden District is also
home to the designated 'Sussex Heritage Coast' of the Seven Sisters.

Key issues and opportunities

15.9 To create and integrate access links to Wealden's cultural heritage within
development.

15.10 Many sites of cultural importance are located on private land however it is possible
that, working with landowners, that access to these sites could be improved.

15.11 To improve connectivity between sites of cultural importance. This could include
pedestrian / cycle links for Wealden communities and visitors.

15.12 Important to conserve and where possible improve the setting of Wealden's
designated cultural heritage including landscape improvements.
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16 GI objectives - what are we seeking to achieve?

Introduction

16.1 Broad objectives have been identified using information contained in the
environmental characterisation and deficiency analysis. These objectives respond to the
key issues and opportunities identified within the green infrastructure themes.

16.2 By 2030, and throughout the Core Strategy period Wealden will;

Protect, improve and enhance Wealden's existing green infrastructure;
Provide additional green infrastructure to meet the needs of Wealden's existing and
future population;
Improve the connectivity of Wealden's existing green infrastructure network;
Seek to improve the visual appearance of Wealden's urban and rural landscapes;
Improve accessibility to green infrastructure to benefit local communities and visitors
to the District;
Increase the opportunities for healthy living within the District;
Maximise the provision of green infrastructure to contribute to biodiversity, healthy
ecosystems and to address climate change; and
Protect and improve the setting of Wealden's cultural heritage and the provision of
information relating to key features available to both residents and visitors.
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17 Policy elements

17.1 National policy promotes the protection, enhancement, restoration and creation
of green spaces and networks to enhance both the natural and built environment and
contribute to the quality of place and life. National policy also provides the impetus for
other green infrastructure functions including the provision of open space and recreational
facilities, consideration of landscape, sustainability, climate change and a number of other
associated functions.

17.2 The Core Strategy and wider Local Development Framework can further these
green infrastructure objectives by addressing key local issues, identifying opportunities
and providing support and guidance through appropriate policies in which a successful
green infrastructure network can be delivered.

17.3 The key issues and objectives outlined within this green infrastructure background
paper can be summarised as follows:

Implementing national policy and national / regional guidance in relation to green
infrastructure and biodiversity;
Implementing the recommendations of Wealden's PPG17 assessment;
Supporting and integrating the objectives of local management plans and strategies
associated with green infrastructure;
Protecting and enhancing both the social and environmental quality of the existing
network of green space provision within the District;
Providing additional multi-functional green space in areas that will improve Wealden's
current deficiencies;
Ensuring that a sufficient range of high quality, safe and accessible multi-functional
green spaces are provided across the District;
Provide green infrastructure in locations that can address and improve the visual
impact of both existing and proposed development on the District's rural and urban
landscape;
Conserving and enhancing Wealden's sites of biodiversity value;
Improving the connectivity of the green space network for wildlife through the
restoration of natural habitats and the creation of wildlife corridors within Wealden's
more urban areas;
Maximising the potential of green infrastructure provision in locations within the district
that can contribute to the adaptation and mitigation of climate change including the
enhancement and improvement in quality of Wealden's ecosystem services such as
water, land and air and supporting the aims and objectives of local partner
organisations in water and flood management through the provision of appropriate
features such as Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS); and
Improving the connectivity and access links between Wealden's social, environmental
and cultural heritage through the provision of and enhancement of footpaths and
cycle links.
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18 Testing of policy Direction

Issues and options Consultation (July 2007)

18.1 Public engagement and consultation has been an important element of developing
Wealden's Core Strategy. An Issues and Options consultation took place in July 2007 in
order to determine the possible growth options which Wealden District Council should
address in more detail. Both the public and statutory consultees and other interested
parties were invited to make comments on the Issues and Options Paper.

18.2 The Issues and Options Paper did not provide a specific consultation question
addressing green infrastructure. However, the paper did ask specific questions on a
number of green infrastructure related elements.The responses to the Issues and Options
green infrastructure elements are detailed below.

Open space, sport and recreation

18.3 Question 28a of the Issues and Options Consultation asked whether the LDF
should include proposals for quality parks in each of the main towns at locations to meet
local deficiencies. There was virtually unanimous support for this proposal, with the only
points of disagreement relating to how parks would be allocated or implemented. Particular
support was evident from the consultation in respect of any proposed growth at Polegate.
It was also felt that the improvement of existing parks is also important.

18.4 Question 28b related to the delivery and improvement of recreational facilities and
asked whether developer contributions should be secured for recreational facilities to
meet local standards. This option also resulted in fairly universal support. Those who
disagreed thought that it should be the responsibility of the Council to fund improvements
rather than developers. There was also support for the setting of local priorities rather
than using the National Playing Fields Association Standards with the caveat for local
priorities to be in line with any PPG17 assessment. Some also emphasised that any future
policy should include a commuted sum for the maintenance of facilities, whilst others
thought that a policy should include specific issues or requirements such as allotments
and other facilities.

18.5 Question 28c of the document asked whether a new plan should protect indoor
and outdoor sports facilities but allow some flexibility of alternative equally suitable provision
which could be made elsewhere. Approximately 95% of respondents agreed with this
option. Support for this option was qualified by concerns about needing to have regard
to the PPG17 assessment and to also embrace facilities for cultural performance arts.

Wealden District's landscape

18.6 There was not a direct question within the Issues and Options Consultation relating
to landscape and green infrastructure. However, question one asked for comments to
either agree or disagree that some development should be allowed in the AONB to meet
housing need. This particular question received the most responses out of all of the
questions. This suggests that Wealden's landscape is a very important asset to those
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who live, work and visit the District. Overall, considerable support was received for the
protection of the High Weald and South Downs AONB (now national Park) and the general
landscape character of the district. Respondents also highlighted that there is a need for
future development to be carefully designed together with creating appropriate buffer
zones to protect the existing landscape. It was also recognised that landscape outside
the designated areas can also be sensitive to development.

Consultation overview

18.7 Overall, a number of conclusions can be drawn from the Issues and Options
consultation, which indirectly supports the objectives and impetus for the provision of
green infrastructure within the District. From the comments received from the consultation
there was a general consensus for the following:

Protection of both the rural and urban environment;
Promotion of sustainable transport;
Addressing accessibility and deficiency in services and facilities;
The prioritisation of quality of life, opportunities, health and prosperity of existing
residents;
Adapting to climate change;
Improving opportunities and access to open space and recreational facilities;
Addressing social and cultural well-being and managing resource demands;
Protecting the character of towns and villages, not just countryside and heritage;
Addressing Wealden's designated and undesignated landscape by protecting
Wealden's landscape character; and
Addressing water quality and flood risk.

Spatial Options Consultation (2009)

18.8 In July 2009 the Council undertook a Core Strategy Spatial Development Option
Consultation. The purpose of the consultation was to further the development of the
Council's agreed spatial strategy by providing the opportunity for the local community,
Parish and Town Councils, other statutory consultees and key organisations to comment
on the strategic aims and alternative options for future housing and employment growth
in the District and other key issues. Whilst there was not a specific question relating to
green infrastructure, a number of headline issues became apparent from the analysis of
responses. These are detailed below.

18.9 Green infrastructure - The need to promote green infrastructure in order to secure
quality of life and biodiversity benefits was raised. Issues included water supply, flood risk
and the need to protect the Ashdown Forest were seen as a priority. A further issue raised
by respondents was to ensure that community infrastructure was provided to meet current
need and demand and to also serve the level of growth proposed. There was a call,
particularly from Town and Parish Councils, to review Section 106 thresholds and adopt
an effective policy to secure developer contributions to provide tangible benefits to
communities including adequate facilities for children and play, the provision of sports,
leisure and cultural facilities and also the need to address air quality.
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18.10 Wealden District's Landscape - Support was received towards the protection
of natural areas, Wealden's unique rural landscape and villages, appropriate protection
of the Low Weald, minimising the impact of development on Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONBs) and the protection of the South Downs National park.

18.11 Accessibility - A reoccurring response was to improve access to services and
also reduce the reliance and environmental impact of the car.
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19 Sustainability Appraisal

19.1 It is a requirement of the existing legislation that all DPDs shall formally undergo
a process of Sustainability Appraisal (SA). As part of the SA process of Wealden's Core
Strategy, the green infrastructure policy has been appraised. The likely effects of the
implementation of the policy are considered to have significant beneficial effects for the
SA framework. Green infrastructure can underpin a healthy, productive and motivated
population and through its enhancement, can help to address issues of deprivation and
inequality as well as environmental issues such as biodiversity and flood risk.

19.2 Furthermore, the SA has highlighted that green infrastructure is dynamic, must be
strategically planned for, invested in and managed at a local level, if it is to function in
underpinning and provide for a prosperous and sustainable economic future.
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20 Delivery of policy

20.1 Wealden's green infrastructure network will be delivered through:

National and local planning policy;
Working with Parish and Town Councils, the Local Strategic Partnership and other
partner organisations and groups to identify priorities and opportunities for the
provision and improvement of green infrastructure;
The provision of a green infrastructure strategy for the District;
Working with developers, particularly on strategic sites, to identify opportunities for
enhancement of green infrastructure; and
The provision of green infrastructure within development schemes and where
appropriate through planning obligations including contributions for off site provision
and improvements (where it is not possible to satisfactorily deliver on site gains) or
public sector funding.

20.2 The range of indicators that can be used to monitor the effectiveness of a green
infrastructure policy will be further developed through consultation with key stakeholders
and partner organisations/groups. However, below are details of some examples as to
how a green infrastructure policy may be monitored:

Local Area Agreement Targets and National Indicators;
Evaluation of provision against  provision standards;
Evaluation of provision against accessibility standards including the Accessible Natural
Greenspace Standards (ANGSt) set by Natural England;
User or visitor surveys;
Site visits to assess the quality and value of green infrastructure assets;
The monitoring of biodiversity related planning conditions;
Monitoring of relevant targets / outputs from relevant management plans and
strategies;
The improvement of existing facilities;
The provision of new green infrastructure assets including the number of green
infrastructure planning applications;
The condition of designated biodiversity sites;
A change in areas of biodiversity importance including a change in areas designated
for their intrinsic environmental value including sites of international, national, and
local importance;
A change in area and populations of BAP habitats and species;
The amount of land managed primarily for biodiversity purposes and the uptake of
biodiversity related management schemes;
The biological quality of water courses.
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21 Conclusion and recommendations

21.1 Green infrastructure is increasingly seen as an integral and essential component
in contributing to and creating sustainable communities, providing a wide range of
ecosystem services, quality of life and health benefits.This is reflected through its reference
within a number of National planning policies as well as a priority driven from a number
of organisations such as Natural England, The Environment Agency, The Sussex Wildlife
Trust and The Forestry Commission.

21.2 Within its Local Development Framework, Wealden District Council will be producing
a number of Local Development Documents. It will be appropriate for Wealden to consider
how best to deal with improving and contributing to a green infrastructure network in more
than one of these documents.

21.3 The Core Strategy will however, be the overarching Local Development Document
that sets out the key elements of the planning framework for Wealden and it is therefore,
appropriate for the Core Strategy to consider a Policy to provide the overarching direction
to Wealden's overall vision and objectives in relation to green infrastructure.This will then
provide the broad scope in which further work and more detailed policies can be drawn
up and be integrated with the Core Strategy in other DPDs.

Wealden District Council Local Development Framework

Green Infrastructure

21
 C

on
cl

us
io

n 
an

d 
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

ns

69



Wealden District Council Local Development Framework

Green Infrastructure

21 C
onclusion and recom

m
endations

70



22 Recommended policy

22.1 Taking into account all of the key issues and opportunities covered within this
paper, a suggested broad green infrastructure policy for Wealden's Core Strategy is as
follows. This overarching policy provides the strategic policy direction for the provision
and enhancement of a green infrastructure network and provides the basis for the
continued and further development of a green infrastructure strategy which can be delivered
via future DPDs:

Policy WCS13 Green Infrastructure

The District's existing network of green infrastructure will be protected, improved and
enhanced by the implementation of a Green Infrastructure Strategy, ensuring a
multifunctional, accessible network which maintains and improves biodiversity and
landscape character, increases opportunities for healthy living and contributes to
healthy ecosystems and climate change objectives.

Development proposals will not be permitted which would result in the loss of existing
open space or harm to Wealden's network of green spaces unless measures are
incorporated within the development that will either mitigate the effects of development
or alternative and suitable provision is made that is accessible, of good quality and
value to its users, in an appropriate location, at an appropriate scale and nature and
would positively contribute to the overall network of green space.

All new residential development will be required to contribute to the green infrastructure
network and make provision for new open space. Where the scale of development
would be too small to make on-site provision, the Council will seek developer
contributions either towards the improvement of existing open spaces or towards the
provision of open space elsewhere.

22.2 The Council will liase with partners as to how best to take a green infrastructure
strategy forward.
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Appendix 2
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Appendix 3

A detailed breakdown of the PPG17 Assessment for the quantity and accessibility
of open space within Wealden District

Explanatory note: The PPG17 Assessment was used to assess the provision of open
space within the District. The following tables provide a summary of the assessment
results for the District Areas outlined on the map in Appendix 2. In addition, a further
assessment has been undertaken for each of the Parish areas (and north and central
ward in Heathfield) for each of the towns to assess each towns local need. However, it
should be realised that the towns often act as hubs for the surrounding villages, especially
in relation to specialist sports and leisure facilities. It is not therefore, substantiated to look
at the towns at a town area basis alone, as the towns often provide an open space function
which exceeds its parish boundary. However, the analysis does provide a basis for future
work in relation to increased housing and employment provision and associated population
growth within these town areas. The following population figures were used to assess
whether there is a surplus or deficit of open space within each of the areas and towns.

Population figures for the purpose of the assessment

Ward FiguresTown population
figure

Area population
figure

Area

N / A19,93923, 013Crowborough

N / A19,65821, 113Hailsham

North and central
ward 7,722

11, 40615, 224Heathfield

N / A7, 92916, 113Polegate

N / A13, 69723, 262Uckfield

N / AN / A9, 742North east

N / AN / A12, 644North west

N / AN / A13, 163South east

N / AN / A1, 503South west

N / AN / A4, 167Western

Explanation of tables detailed in Appendix 3

The first section of each of the tables looks at the quantity of open space (blue). The
second part of the table (yellow) looks at accessibility to different types of open space
provision and the third section (green) provides an overall policy recommendation as
detailed in the PPG17 Assessment.
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Quantity standard: Outlines the PPG17 derived quantity standard for different forms of
open space provision. The quantity standard provides how much provision in square
metres should be provided for each person within the district.

Parish current quantity: The information detailed in this column goes one step further
than the PPG17 assessment and breaks down the current provision within the Parish
boundary for each of the main towns. (Please note that in relation to Heathfield this is
broken down further into the North and Central ward). The aim of this is to show how
much open space is located within each of the towns.

Parish surplus / deficit: This column details whether there is a surplus or deficit of
different forms of open space in square metres. The figure is derived by multiplying the
quantity standard with the Parish population figure minus the parish current quantity.

Area current quantity: This column summarises the existing provision audit of different
forms of open space for each planning area undertaken as part of the PPG17 Assessment.

Area surplus / deficit: This column summarises the balance between existing provision
and area required in square metres for different types of open space as detailed in the
PPG17 Assessment. The figure is derived by multiplying the quantity standard with the
Area population figure minus the area current quantity.

Distance thresholds: In this column the PPG17 distance threshold is summarised for
each type of open space provision. Distance thresholds are a measure of the likely
catchment area of different forms of open space provision.The distance threshold is often
different for urban and rural areas. This is signified by U = urban, R = Rural and where
there is no difference between the distance threshold for both urban and rural areas, and
W = the whole of the district.

Accessibility deficiency: Using the PPG17 Assessment distance thresholds, this column
provides, in part, a summary of the PPG17 findings and also a further analysis in relation
to the areas of each town or planning area, which is outwith or not within the preferred
distance threshold. This was derived from an analysis of the PPG17 Assessment maps
and further Geographical Information Systems (GIS) work.

Area of deficiency: This column summaries the overall deficiency for different types of
open space provision in accordance with the PPG17 Assessment findings.

Additional comments: This column provides any relevant additional comments from the
PPG17 Assessment.

Policy comments: As part of the PPG17 Assessment, a set of quality standards are
recommended which are derived from good practice and published guidance.The quality
standards include the features or characteristics that open spaces should have and also
the minimum acceptable size for new provision. On this basis the PPG17 Assessment
audited existing open spaces across the district, providing information on a site-by-site
basis and concluding, (based on these quality standards), whether certain sites should
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be protected or enhanced either in terms of quality or value.This column summarises the
PPG17 Assessment general overall findings for each type of open space provision.

Please note that the PPG17 Assessment is a document that has been written to
form part of the evidence base for the Wealden Local Development Framework
including the Core Strategy. As such the recommendations outlined within the
document do not form policy itself, but provide a basis in which a decision on policy
can be made. A future decision will need to be made as to whether Wealden District
Council adopt the standards or policy recommendations outlined within the
document.
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